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For Catechists and Teachers

Date/Sunday Sunday Gospels Bible Catholic Social Teaching

November 17, 2019
33rd Sunday Ordinary

November 24, 2019
Solemnity of Christ the King

December 1, 2019
1st Sunday of Advent

December 8, 2019
2nd Sunday of Advent

December 15, 2019
3rd Sunday of Advent

December 22, 2019
4th Sunday of Advent
December 25, 2019 &
January 5, 2020
Christmas & Epiphany

January 12, 2020
Baptism of the Lord

Luke 21:5–19
Jesus Gives Us Hope

Luke 23:35–43
Jesus Forgives from the Cross

Matthew 24:37–44
Jesus Tells Us To Be Ready

Matthew 3:1–12
John the Baptist 

Matthew 11:2–11
Jesus Is the Messiah

Matthew 1:18–24
An Angel Speaks to Joseph

Luke 2:1–14 & Matthew 2:1–12
Christmas & Epiphany

Matthew 3:13–17
John Baptizes Jesus in the Jordan

Jerusalem Temple

Old Testament:
Isaiah Sees Peace

Old Testament:
Kingdom of Peace

Old Testament:
Isaiah Paints Pictures

Old Testament:
Isaiah Speaks to Ahaz

The Nativity Story;
Coming of the Magi

The Holy Trinity

Solidarity

Called to family, community; solidarity

Solidarity

Option for the poor and vulnerable

Option for the poor and vulnerable

Call to family and community

Call to family and community  

Call to family and community
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For free at-home activities, visit
gospelweeklies.com/seasonal

We Welcome Jesus into Our 
Hearts and Homes 
Each year, the Advent-Christmas season asks us to reflect on our 
human experience and who we are becoming in Christ. “Because 
the eternal Word assumed human nature, human experience 
is the locus for the manifestation and redemption of salvation 
in him. By the grace of the Holy Spirit, persons come to know 
Christ, to know that he was sent from the Father, and to know 
that he died to save them in the midst of their human experience” 
(National Directory for Catechesis, 98).

Venture invites the children to place themselves in the 
expanding story of God’s love that begins with Creation and leads 
to God’s kingdom. The prophetic voices of Advent call us to make a 
home for God in our faith and in our practice of justice and peace. 

Gospel Overview
This unit begins as the Liturgical Year comes to a close. We begin 
with a Gospel in which Jesus speaks of the troubled time to come 
before the end of the world. The children learn that they can trust 
Jesus with their fears and worries. In the Gospel for the Solemnity 
of Christ the King, the crucified Jesus forgives the good thief. On the 
Cross, Jesus shows that his kingdom is one of love and forgiveness.

A new Liturgical Year begins on the First Sunday of Advent. Venture 
takes its Advent themes from the Gospels and from the voice of the 
Advent prophet, Isaiah. Isaiah imagines all nations learning God’s law, 
the Ten Commandments, and living in an era of peace when weapons 
are made into tools of peace. Isaiah describes a peaceable kingdom 
in which the lion and the lamb lie down together. He imagines God 
healing the sick, strengthening the weak, and renewing the earth. 
Isaiah trusts that one day a young girl will conceive a great king—
Emmanuel, God-with-us.

We also hear the words and warnings of another prophet—John 
the Baptist. When John’s disciples ask Jesus if he is the one who is to 
come, Jesus answers: tell John that the blind see, the lame walk, lepers 
are cured, and the poor have the Good News preached to them. These 
are the signs that the Messiah is beginning his reign. 

As we celebrate Christmas, the stories of Jesus’ birth anticipate 
who he is for the world and proclaim him as the Messiah. On Epiphany, 
Joseph and Mary welcome the Magi who come to honor Jesus. The 
children will learn that Jesus comes for all people and nations. 

This unit ends with the Baptism of the Lord, which ends the 
Christmas season. At the moment of Jesus’ baptism the Holy Trinity of 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is revealed. 

Venture’s presentation of the feasts of Christmas helps the children 
appreciate the meaning and worth of family. They discover that just 
as God cared enough to send us the very best in Jesus, so did God care 
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UNIT 2 OVERVIEW: We Prepare for 
Jesus’ Coming

Creed
Sacraments 

& Liturgy Life in Christ   Christian Prayer

Jesus will come again.
(#680–82)

Jesus is the Messiah, the
Anointed One. (#453, 547)

We believe in God the
Creator. (#46, 315)

John the Baptist prepares
Jesus’ way. (#719)

His deeds show Jesus is
Messiah. (#561)

Mary’s Son, Jesus, is God
with us. (#509, 744)

Jesus is Emmanuel. (#744) Jesus 
comes for all people. (#528)

Jesus’ public life begins
with his baptism. (#535)

Sacrament of Confirmation

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Liturgical Year; Advent

Eucharist: First Reading

Eucharist: First Reading

Eucharist: First Reading

Celebrating the Christmas 
mystery

Sacrament of Baptism

Catholic identity

Resolving conflicts

Celebrating the
Liturgical Year

Advent symbols;
feasts of Mary

Works of Mercy
during Advent

Living the Christmas
Spirit

Christmas season;
house blessing

Belonging in the Christian 
family

Lord’s Prayer

Family Thanksgiving prayer

Advent prayer

Our Lady of Guadalupe

Advent wreath prayer

Christmas prayer tree

Prayers for displaced people 
and refugees

Baptism prayer service

Bayard supports Pope Francis’s call to care for our common home. Please recycle this teaching guide properly. Thank you.

All numbers in parentheses refer to sections in the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

Editor’s Note: This unit may be interrupted by 
Christmas break. We encourage you to plan ahead for 
the entire Advent-Christmas season based on your 
program’s schedule. If you are back in session for the 
Sunday of the Epiphany of the Lord on January 5, do 
not send the Christmas and Epiphany lesson home 
with the children before Christmas break.

Go to GospelWeeklies.com
Go online to find helpful information to enhance your presentation 
of the Pflaum Gospel Weeklies in the classroom and support 
materials for parents. You will find:

Additional Resources 
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.com/assessment
l  Seasonal Resources: gospelweeklies.com/seasonal
l  Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/weekly-videos)
l  Find resources at Catholictv.org/masses/Catholictv-

mass to support or enhance your lessons.

l GROW Newsletter 
and Blog – Subscribe 
to our GROW blog 
for weekly reflections on Sunday’s 
Gospel, activities, a Calendar of 
Saints and Feasts, and Video Links 
that relate to Sunday’s Gospel. 
Lesson Updates provide corrections 
or helpful additions to printed 
materials.

l Seasonal Activities and Catholic 
Resources – Reproducible activities 
can be used in a classroom or at 
home.

l Lesson Assessments – We offer 
printable pretests, lesson review 
templates, and lesson, unit, and 
year-end assessments.

l Unit Overview Webinars – Editors 
present an overview of each unit to 
help you prepare your lessons. 

l User’s Guide – Learn about 
Teaching Guide features and the 
structure and flow of the Gospel 
Weeklies lesson plans.

l Teaching Companion to the What 
the Church Believes and Teaches 
catechism handbooks

l Family Catechesis Resources–
The Gospel at Home is a weekly 
guide for parents with a Gospel 
summary, discussion starters, and 
activities in English and Spanish.
The Gospel for All Ages includes 
gathering rituals, discussion 
questions, large-group sessions—all 
based on the Gospel Weeklies lessons. 
Includes a guide for planning four 
major seasonal events.

l Scope & Sequence Chart 2019–
2020: gospelweeklies.com/scope-
and-sequence

GROW
PFLAUM Gospel Resources of the Week

blog

Facebook (@pflaumgroup)

Instagram (#gospelweeklies)  

Twitter (@catechisthelp) 

enough to send Jesus into the very best of places—a 
human family. In Baptism, we are freed from sin and 
welcomed into the happiness of our eternal family. 
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Sunday Readings: Malachi 3:19–20a; 2 Thessalonians 3:7–12; 
Luke 21:5–19

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus foretells the destruction of the Temple. But Jesus is not speaking of a 
physical structure. Rather, Jesus is foretelling the coming of the Son of Man—that is, the end of the 
world and his Second Coming.  Jesus tells of persecution and tribulation that precedes the Second 
Coming. Though the Second Coming is in the future, at the time of the writing of this Gospel, 
some of the events Jesus foretold had already taken place: the Temple was destroyed by the 
Romans in a.d. 70., and Jesus’ disciples faced continued persecution.
 This Scripture offers hope and reassurance. Though Luke anticipates a long delay before 
Jesus’ Second Coming, he makes clear that the suffering and persecution are not the end; rather, 
they anticipate Jesus’ return in glory. 

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
Jesus Christ is Lord: he possesses all power in heaven and on earth. He is Lord of the cosmos and 
history (CCC, 668). Christ reigns through the Church, his Body (see CCC, 669). We have no reason to 
fear. Jesus leaves us his Holy Spirit to animate us and the Eucharist and his teachings to nourish our 
faith and communion. “Before his Ascension Christ affirmed that the hour had not yet come for the 
glorious establishment of the messianic kingdom awaited by Israel. … According to the Lord, the 
present time is the time of the Spirit and of witness, but also a time still marked by ‘distress’ and the 
trial of evil. … It is a time of waiting and watching” (CCC, 672).

November 17, 2019 • 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

 
Materials 
l  Venture Student Lesson for 11/17
l  Catechism handbook, pages 20–21
l  Pens or pencils, scissors 
l  CD player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter 
Suggested Music
l  “We Will Walk With God” (CD-2, #8)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Venture Activity Book, Activity #16
l  Weekly Review Template (gospelweeklies.

com/assessment)
l  Video Links: (gospelweeklies.com/

weekly-videos)

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences  (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Calls Us to Stand Up (page 1)
l  Story l Carly’s Birthday Gift (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss Think questions 1–2.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Gives Us Hope (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to pages 20–21. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l What Does It Mean to Be a Catholic? (pages 7–8)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
l  Saints l Saint Elizabeth of Hungary (page 6)
l  Activity l Confirmation (Venture Activity Book, Activity #16)
l  Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 

do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together. 

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “We Will Walk With God” (CD-2, #8)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Calls Us to Stand Up (page 1)
l  Story l Carly’s Birthday Gift (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40—50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Gives Us Hope (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to pages 20–21. 

l  Catholic Faith Word l Grace (page 5)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  What Does It Mean to Be a Catholic? (pages 7–8)
l  Saints l Saint Elizabeth of Hungary (page 6)
l  Activity l Confirmation (Venture Activity Book, Activity #16)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do 
the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, RCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacing-plansTG2-4



Lesson Theme: God stands by us in time of trouble.

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Part of being Catholic is sharing the faith 
with others and giving testimony to our 
belief in and experiences of God. Ask the 
following questions: Why do you believe 
in God? What experiences of God have 
you had that you could share with others? 
Invite each child to write a testimony, or 
witness, of their relationship with God.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “We Will Walk With God” (CD-2, #8)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-6)
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Calls Us to Stand Up (page 1)
l  Story l Carly’s Birthday Gift (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story.  
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for creating us. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for creating us. Amen. 

(Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Gives Us Hope (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to trust you always. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to trust you always. Amen. 

(Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine. (page 4)

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 20–21.

l  Catholic Faith Word l Grace (page 5)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to be your disciples. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to be your disciples. Amen. 

(Repeat.)
l  Activity l What Does It Mean to Be a Catholic? (pages 7–8)
l  Saints l Saint Elizabeth of Hungary (page 6)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, we trust in you. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, we trust in you. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l Confirmation (Venture Activity Book, #16)
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG2-7) 

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and to do 
the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Extending the Lesson

l  November 17: Third World Day of the Poor
l  November 18: Saint Rose Philippine 

Duchesne – From a young age, Rose desired to 
travel from her home in France to the Americas 
as a Christian missionary. A member of the 
Society of the Sacred Heart, she was sent to 
the United States in 1818. She founded many 
schools and ministered to Native Americans. 

l  November 23: Blessed Miguel Agustín Pro 
(USA) – Born in Mexico in 1891, Miguel became 
a Jesuit priest at a time when the Mexican 
government was very anti-Catholic. Miguel 
carried on his ministry undercover. Arrested 
and facing the firing squad, his last words were 
“Viva Cristo Rey!” which mean, “Long live Christ 
the King!”

Curriculum Connections  
l  Math: Have the students determine what fraction of the day 

they spend eating breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Then ask them 
to determine how much more of the day they spend in school 
than they do eating. (CCSS.Math.Content.4.NF.B.3D)

l  Sci: Arrange the class into pairs or groups of three and have 
each group select a natural hazard. Then have them research 
data about the natural hazard, such as how frequently it occurs 
and the devastation it brings. Finally, ask them to consider 
what innovations could mitigate the damage caused by the 
hazard. The students should present their findings to the class. 
(MS-ESS3-2)

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-5



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The children will:
l  Recognize what standing up for someone means.
l  Match quotes about advocacy with their speakers. 
l  Identify the challenges one may face when standing up  

for one’s principles and beliefs. 

Gather the children in the prayer circle. Play and sing “We 
Will Walk With God” (CD-2, #8). Lyrics are available to 
download and print at gospelweeklies.com/lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Begin each class with a ritual opening of 
the Bible to the Sunday Gospel Reading. Pray the following prayer, 
or one of your own choosing, to help the children center themselves 
and focus their energies. Leader: Loving God, we come together to 
learn about Jesus and about our Catholic faith. Help us to be good 
listeners and friends. Bless our time here today. All: Amen.

Cover Activity l Jesus Calls Us to Stand Up 
(page 1)  What does it mean to stand up for someone or 
something? Ask the children for examples from their own lives as 
well as examples they have learned about at school or heard about 
in current events. Conclude by saying that standing up means 
following your own conscience when you recognize injustice 
happening. People who stand up are often leaders, showing us 
how we can act too.
 Distribute Venture and give the children a moment to read the 
quotes in the left column and match them to the people listed. 
Answers: 1–D. Malala Yousafzai, the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize winner 
who wrote and spoke out against the Taliban’s policy of denying 
education to women. She was shot by extremists for her defiance. 
2–A. Sophie Scholl was a German student, activist, and member of 
the White Rose nonviolent resistance movement in Nazi Germany. 
She was convicted of treason and executed in 1843. 3–B. Joshua 
the prophet spoke these words to encourage people not to become 
frozen by worry or fear of what might happen (1:9). 4–E. Rosa Parks 
refused to give up her seat on a city bus to a white person, which 
violated the law in Montgomery, Alabama. Her arrest led to a bus 
boycott from December 5, 1955, to December 20, 1956. 5–F. Robert 
Kennedy was an American politician, lawyer, and U.S. Attorney 
General who spoke on issues related to human rights, social justice, 
and war. He was assassinated in 1968. 6–C. Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas was an American journalist and author who supported 
women’s suffrage, civil rights, and conservationism. She spoke out 
against draining and developing the Everglades.

 Next, read aloud the instructions above the illustration, 
distribute crayons or colored pencils, and instruct the children 
to write their own quote about standing up. Give them time to  
share their quotes with the class.

Story l Carly’s Birthday Gift (pages 2–3)  Ask the 
children if they’ve ever been to a birthday party (or hosted one 
themselves) in which the guests were asked to bring donations. 
Or maybe they’ve been to a party where the guests donated their 
time in service. Set the scene for the students, and then take turns 
reading aloud the story. 

Discuss the Think questions on page 3. Answers:  
1. Open-ended; Carly’s choice is not the traditional way 
to celebrate a birthday. Some people choose to criticize 

choices outside of the norm. Perhaps Mikayla is jealous of the positive 
attention Carly receives. 2. Open-ended; Carly is kind, inclusive, 
forgiving, and generous with her time. Challenge the children to list 
Mikayla’s positive qualities. For example, she seeks Carly’s forgiveness 
and is willing to change. 3. The people who are homeless are 
encouraged by receiving a meal and the care items; Carly's friends—
especially Mikayla—are inspired to help people in need.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The children will:
l  Recognize the ways in which Jesus promises to be with 

us in the last days.
l  Identify how the Sacrament of Confirmation strengthens 

those who receive it. 
l  Examine the actions and graces of the Sacrament of 

Confirmation.

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life” 
(CD-1, #1). 

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Gives Us Hope   
(page 4) As Catholics, we do not spend a lot of time speculating 
about  Jesus’ final coming, except on this last Sunday of the Liturgical 
Year. The Jerusalem Temple was destroyed only forty years after 
Jesus’ Death and Resurrection, but Judaism and Christianity both 
survived. Choose seven readers for the parts of Narrator, the three 
disciples, and Jesus 1, 2, 3, and have them proclaim the Gospel. 

Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel on 
page 4. Answers: 1. It will be destroyed. 2. False prophets, 
wars, revolutions, earthquakes, famines, plagues, arrests, 

Teaching This Week’s Lesson
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November 17, 2019 • 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson Wrap-Up

persecutions, death. 3. To be with his friends; even enemies will see 
the truth of their belief in Jesus; some will die but will not be lost.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l 
Jesus Promises to Be with Us  
(page 4)  Have the children read this summary of 
Sunday’s Gospel concept—even during times of trial 
and distress, Jesus is always with us.

Discuss the two Think questions on page 4. 
Answers: 1. Open-ended; examples could include 
parents, teachers, friends, siblings. 2. Even though 

Mikayla makes fun of her party and games, Carly forgives her 
and invites her to join her to distribute sandwiches and care 
packages to people who are homeless. 

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 
Use Activity #16 from the Venture Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Distribute the children’s What the Church 
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

Have the children close the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks and return to Venture, page 5.

© 2017 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc., Dayton, OH (800-543-4383) gospelweeklies.com. 
Permission is granted to reproduce this page for use by parishes, schools, and families using Pflaum Gospel Weeklies.

November 12, 2017
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A

Name:

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

1. In the Sunday Gospel, what do we learn from the foolish girls’ mistake?

2. What is their consequence for getting more oil?

3. Name two ways we can prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming.

4. When do we pray psalms?

5. In the story “The Happy Dance,” why isn’t Juan prepared for the talent show?

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
What Happens at 
Confirmation? (pages 20–21)

Introduce this section by reading 
aloud the first paragraph. Make sure the 

children understand what it means that Confirmation leaves an 
indelible mark. 
Organize the children into three groups and assign one of the 
next three paragraphs to each group. Instruct the groups to read 
the assigned paragraph and summarize it for the rest of the class.
Group 1: Give the group time to summarize the Confirmation 
Rite. Then ask:  
l  Who administers the Sacrament of Confirmation? Usually a 

bishop, sometimes a priest whom the bishop appoints 
l  What are the two important actions of the Sacrament?  

1. Anointing of the candidate’s forehead with Sacred Chrism, a 
special perfumed oil that is consecrated by the bishop.   
2. Placement of the minister’s hand on the candidate’s head, and 
the words “Be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit.”

At this point, you may wish to read aloud this week's Catholic Faith 
Word on page 5.  
Groups 2 and 3: Follow the same steps for the final two 
paragraphs on the graces that are perfected through Confirmation.

WHAT THE CHURCH BELIEVES AND TEACHES HANDBOOK
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Catholic Faith Word l Grace (page 4)  If you did not 
read this week’s definition as a part of their catechism study, read it 
aloud now. 

Our Catholic Faith l Confirmation Is a 
Sacrament of Initiation (page 5)  Children and young 
adults receive the Sacrament of Confirmation at different ages 
according to local diocesan practice. Read aloudthis feature and give 
the children time to respond to the questions.

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The children will:
l  Assess their knowledge of Catholic beliefs and practice. 
l  Trace the life of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary.

Living the Gospel l What Does It Mean to Be a 
Catholic? (pages 7–8)  This activity provides basic information 
in the form of flash cards on five areas of Catholic belief and practice—
sacraments, social teaching, Church, creed, and commandments. 
 Distribute scissors and have the children cut out one set of 
cards for each small group. Encourage them to turn to their What 
the Church Believes and Teaches handbook if they need some help 
finding the answers.

Saints l Saint Elizabeth of Hungary (page 6)  
Though she was a member of a wealthy royal family, Saint Elizabeth 
of Hungary always remembered the poor. Allow time for children to 
enjoy this cartoon in class or encourage them to read it on their own.   

Closing Prayer l The Lord’s Prayer  Gather in a prayer 
circle. Ask the children for what and whom they wish to pray. Then 
pray the Lord’s Prayer to close.

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-7



Sunday Readings: 2 Samuel 5:1–3; Colossians 1:12–20; 
Luke 23:35–43

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, puts Jesus before us as the one in whom 
the Liturgical Year culminates and in whom all history flows together. Pope Pius XI established this 
feast in 1926 to promote Christian leadership in shaping the world order after World War I. 
 This Sunday’s Gospel, in which the crucified Jesus forgives the good thief, encapsulates 
Christ's work of salvation: the penitent sinner receives salvation through Jesus’ crucifixion and 
Death. We learn from the penitent thief that Jesus is the king who will welcome us into his 
kingdom, no matter how broken we are or how we have failed him. All we have to do is trust in 
his mercy and seek his forgiveness.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
The name Christ comes from the Greek translation of the Hebrew Messiah which means 
“anointed.” In Israel, those who were anointed in God’s name—kings, for example—were 
chosen by him for a special mission. Jesus Christ was the king anointed to fulfill God’s work of 
salvation, and he completed that mission perfectly (see CCC, 436). Jesus, the king and Lord of the 
universe, gave his life as a ransom for our sins. He exercised his kingship by drawing all people to 
himself through his Death and Resurrection (see CCC, 786).

November 24, 2019 • Solemnity of Christ the King

Materials 
l  Venture Student Lesson for 11/24
l  Catechism handbook, pages 23–24
l  Pens or pencils; scissors; tape, glue, or paste
l  CD player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter 
Suggested Music
l  “Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
Lesson Resources
l  Venture Activity Book, Activity #18
l  Weekly Review Template (gospelweeklies.

com/assessment)
l  Video Links: (gospelweeklies.com/weekly-

videos)

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l KidTalk (page 1)
l  Story l What Kind of Friends Are These? (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Think question.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Forgives from the Cross (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to pages 23–24. 

l  Catholic Faith Word l Sacrament of Reconciliation (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l Don’t Forget to Forgive (pages 6–8)
l  Closing Prayer 

Take-Home  
l  Puzzle l The Sacrament of Reconciliation Has Four Parts (page 8)
l  Activity l Reconciliation (Venture Activity Book, Activity #18)
l  Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and  

do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 6 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (15—20 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l KidTalk (page 1)
l  Story l What Kind of Friends Are These? (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (45—50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Forgives from the Cross (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to pages 23–24. 

l  Catholic Faith Word l Sacrament of Reconciliation (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Activity l Don’t Forget to Forgive (pages 6–8)
l  Puzzle l The Sacrament of Reconciliation Has Four Parts (page 8)
l  Activity l Reconciliation (Venture Activity Book, Activity #18)
l  Closing Prayer 

Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and  
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 6 together. 

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, RCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacing-plansTG2-8



Lesson Theme: Jesus is our Lord and King.

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
While he wasn’t actually the king of 
the Jews, Jesus is certainly a king. On 
a poster, write the word KING in block 
letters. Then ask each person to find a 
Scripture verse about Jesus that shows 
how he is a king. Have the students write 
their Scripture verse in the letters of the 
word to create Scripture graffiti.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-10)
l  Cover Activity l KidTalk (page 1)
l  Story l What Kind of Friends Are These? (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story.  
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for forgiving us when we 

make unloving choices. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God,thank you for forgiving us when  

we make unloving choices. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Forgives from the Cross (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for teaching us how to 

forgive. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for teaching us how to 

forgive. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 23–24.

l  Catholic Faith Word l Sacrament of Reconciliation (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to be loving and forgiving like 

Jesus. Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to be loving and forgiving 

like Jesus. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l Don’t Forget to Forgive (pages 6–8)
l  Puzzle l The Sacrament of Reconciliation Has Four Parts (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to ask for forgiveness when 

we have done wrong. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to ask for forgiveness 

when we have done wrong. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l Reconciliation (Venture Activity Book, Activity #18)
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG2-11)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and to 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 6 together.

Extending the Lesson

l  November 25: Saint Catherine of Alexandria – 
 Catherine is a martyr from the fourth century. 

Likely of noble birth, Catherine experienced a 
vision of Mary and the child Jesus that led to 
her becoming a Christian. She defended her 
Christian faith in a time of persecution and was 
beheaded as a martyr. A monastery at Mount 
Sinai is named for her.   

l  November 28: Thanksgiving Day (U.S.)

l  November 28: Saint Catherine Labouré – 
Catherine was a Daughter of Charity in France 
when the Virgin Mary appeared to her in 1830. 
Mary requested that Catherine have a medal 
made portraying Mary as she appeared to 
her. The Miraculous Medal is worn by many 
throughout the world. Pray: Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us, who have recourse to 
thee.

Curriculum Connections  
l  ELA: Have the students select a current or former government 

official (e.g., president, supreme court justice, senator, etc.), 
research that individual, and write a biography of the person. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2)

l  SS: Although Jesus was not actually a king, he did participate 
in his society. In groups, ask the students to research how a 
democracy relies on the responsible participation of all people. 
Then have them generate guidelines for how individuals 
should participate in a democracy. (D2.Civ.2.3-5)

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-9



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The children will:
l  Identify the people and things for which they are most 

thankful.
l  Explore ways in which they can forgive.
l  Recognize how friend groups can be positive or negative.   

Gather in your classroom prayer space. Play and sing 
“Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14). Lyrics are available to 
download and print at gospelweeklies.com/lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Remain in the prayer space. Sit in a circle. 
Lead the children in prayer: Loving God, I am _____. I ask your 
blessing on our group today. (Then invite each child to offer the 
same prayer.) Conclude: Loving God, we know that you hear us. 
Thank you for this time together. All: Amen.   

Cover Activity l KidTalk l For what or whom are 
you most thankful? (page 1) Give the children time to 
read the student responses. Ask them to share their own responses 
to the KidTalk question.   

Story l What Kind of Friends Are These?  
(pages 2–3) This true story is an example of how middle-grade 
children can hurt one another and what it takes for a child to get 
beyond that hurt. Have the children speculate from the title and 
illustrations what the story is about, then read it aloud together or in 
pairs of weak and strong readers. 
 Don’t let the boys in your class think this is just a story about 
girls. Middle-grade boys also experience strong influences from peer 
groups and want to belong to teams, clubs, and groups of friends. 
Who’s captain? Who’s popular? Who’s in? Who’s out? These are the 
everyday questions of boys as well as girls.

Discuss the Think questions on page 3. Answers:  
1. Open-ended; discuss why friend groups may be positive or 
negative. 2. Emma leads with exclusion and fear; she is not 

a good friend to anyone. 3. Kelsey is a good friend, especially to those 
whom Emma chooses to exclude. Some people don’t have empathy for 
others; even if they have been rejected themselves, they fear being on 
the outside again. Open-ended; survey the children to see how they 
think Kelsey should respond to Katie. 4. How do they treat friends who 
hurt them? Respect that some of the children may not feel comfortable 
to share their own painful experiences. 

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The children will:
l  Identify what Jesus stands for as king.
l  Conclude that Jesus reigns with forgiveness and love. 
l  Examine the four steps of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 

the types of sin, and how this Sacrament changes us.  
Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life”  
(CD-1, #1). 

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Forgives from the 
Cross (page 4)  Ask for seven children to read parts, and 
proclaim the Gospel.   

Discuss the Think questions on page 4. Answers: 
1. Leaders, soldiers, and the first criminal doubt Jesus’ 
power. They think he should save himself from the Cross; 

they also mock him by calling him “King of the Jews.” 2. The second 
criminal says that Jesus is powerful, and he humbly asks for Jesus to 
remember him; he is asking Jesus for forgiveness. 3. Open-ended; 
possibilities might include expressing gratitude, regret, sadness, or 
love.  

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Jesus 
Reigns with Forgiveness (page 4)  Read this 
feature aloud as a doctrinal summary of Sunday’s Gospel.

Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine on 
page 4. Answers: 1. Open-ended; refer the children to the 
cover and to the list of leadership qualities they created. 

Ask: Which of these qualities does Jesus possess? Have them to find 
examples from this Sunday’s Gospel and others they remember. 
2. Open-ended; they could work to make peace and encourage 
reconciliation between friends or host fun events.   

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the children’s What the Church 
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

TG2-10
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November 12, 2017
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A

Name:

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

1. In the Sunday Gospel, what do we learn from the foolish girls’ mistake?

2. What is their consequence for getting more oil?

3. Name two ways we can prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming.

4. When do we pray psalms?

5. In the story “The Happy Dance,” why isn’t Juan prepared for the talent show?

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #18 from the Venture Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Have the children close the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks and return to Venture, page 5.

With My Family 
and Friends

Remind the children to share their Gospel 
Weeklies with their families and do the With My 
Family and Friends activities and prayer together.

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
What Happens in the 
Sacrament of Penance and 
Reconciliation? (pages 23–24)  

Read aloud the first paragraph as a way to explain the 
importance of the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation. 

Instruct the young people to read the second paragraph to 
themselves and underline the four steps of the Sacrament. Then 
ask the children to share these steps with the large group. Ask the 
children to explain why confessing their sins to a priest is essential. 

Read aloud the third paragraph. Ask: Why do we need to 
prepare ourselves for the Sacrament of Reconciliation? 

Have a volunteer read aloud the fourth paragraph. Ask: What are 
venial and mortal sins? What distinguishes them from each other? 

Read aloud the fifth paragraph and ask a volunteer to define 
penance. 

Move to the sixth paragraph. Ask for volunteers identify the six 
effects of the sacrament.

Our Catholic Faith l We Ask for Forgiveness at 
Mass (page 5)  Read aloud this feature as a class and allow 
time for the children to complete the two prayers. Answers: May 
almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life; as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 The activity on page 8 reviews the four parts of the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. You may wish to use that page at this point in 
the lesson. Conclude by giving the children time to complete the 
My Forgiveness Book activity. Read through the book together so 
everyone is sure about how to proceed.

Catholic Faith Word l Sacrament of 
Reconciliation (page 4)  Read the definition aloud to 
reinforce what the children have learned in the Our Catholic Faith 
feature.

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The children will:
l  Recognize ways we as a Church celebrate forgiveness.
l  Practice words and actions of forgiveness.

WHAT THE CHURCH BELIEVES AND TEACHES HANDBOOK
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l  Celebrate the holiday by offering a prayer for 
Thanksgiving. 

Living the Gospel l Don’t Forget to Forgive 
(pages 6–8)  Forgiving is one of the hardest things any of 
us do. This activity gives children a variety of ways to respond 
to a situation that requires forgiving and accepting forgiveness. 
Give the children plenty of time to do this activity either alone 
or in pairs. You will learn a lot about their attitudes and their 
challenges in this area by simply listening and observing. 

Puzzle l The Sacrament of Reconciliation Has 
Four Parts (page 8)  Use this feature as a review of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Many parishes have special penance 
services during Advent to prepare people for the great feast of 
Christmas. Answers: Contrition, Confession, Penance, Absolution

Closing Prayer l Thanksgiving Prayer  Ask each 
child to offer a prayer for what or whom they are most thankful. 
Encourage them to remember what they may have shared 
at the beginning of class. Remind them that they may lead a 
similar prayer service with their families at their Thanksgiving 
celebrations this week.

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-11



Sunday Readings: Isaiah 2:1–5; Romans 13:11–14; 
Matthew 24:37–44

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
Sunday’s First Reading from Isaiah takes us back to the perspective of the Israelites who looked 
forward to a Messiah who would restore Israel as a great nation. Today we understand that Jesus 
is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s vision of the Messiah.
 On this First Sunday of Advent, when we prepare for the Incarnation, the birth of the 
Messiah, we are also reminded of the Second Coming, when Jesus will return for the Final 
Judgment. Jesus reminds us to always be ready, for we do not know when the Son of Man will 
come again. Jesus also tells us not to take our salvation for granted, for some will not be saved. 

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
Advent is a time of waiting and preparation: We await and prepare for Jesus’ birth and for his 
Second Coming. Advent is also a time of new starts: a new Liturgical Year begins, and the Church 
begins anew the celebration of the mysteries of Christ’s life, from his Incarnation to his Death, 
Resurrection, and Ascension.
 Advent is also a fitting time for us to begin anew in our commitment to be ready, not just for 
Christ’s Incarnation, but also for Judgment Day at his Second Coming, when Christ will judge the 
living and the dead. He “will reveal the secret disposition of hearts and will render to each man 
according to his works, and according to his acceptance or refusal of grace” (CCC, 682).

December 1, 2019 • 1st Sunday of Advent

Materials 
l  Venture Student Lesson for 12/1
l  Catechism handbook, page 16
l  Pens or pencils; markers or crayons
l  Bibles for each child
l  CD player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter
l  Materials to create Advent wreath
l  Optional: green construction paper and 

scissors to create paper Advent wreath 
Suggested Music
l  “Come, Emmanuel” (CD-1, #3)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Venture Activity Book, Activity #31
l  Weekly Review Template (gospelweeklies.

com/assessment)

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences  (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l We Follow Jesus All Year Long (page 1)
l  Story l “Let Me In!” (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Think question.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Tells Us to Be Ready (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4) 
l  Discuss the Think questions relate to doctrine.  

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 16. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l Celebrate Advent Day by Day (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
l  KidTalk l What is your favorite way or place to pray? (page 8)
l  Activity l The Liturgical Year (Venture Activity Book, Activity #31)
l  Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 

do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 6 together. 

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “Come, Emmanuel” (CD-1, #3)
l  Gathering Prayer 
l  Cover Activity l We Follow Jesus All Year Long (page 1)
l  Story l “Let Me In!” (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story. 

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40—50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Tells Us to Be Ready (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine 
l  Discuss the Think questions relate to doctrine.  

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 16. 

l  Catholic Faith Word l Advent (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5) 

Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Activity l Celebrate Advent Day By Day (pages 6–7)
l  KidTalk l What is your favorite way or place to pray? (page 8)
l  Activity l The Liturgical Year (Venture Activity Book, Activity #31)
l  Closing Prayer 

Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do 
the With My Family and Friends activities on page 6 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, RCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacing-plansTG2-12



Lesson Theme: How can we be ready?

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Preparation is a key theme of Sunday’s 
Gospel and the Advent season. We spend 
these four weeks preparing our hearts to 
celebrate Jesus’ birth. Make a list of ways 
the students can prepare their hearts 
for Jesus’ birth. Then ask each person to 
commit to doing one of these actions 
throughout Advent. Check weekly how 
they are doing with their commitments. 

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Come, Emmanuel” (CD-1, #3)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-14)
l  Cover Activity l We Follow Jesus All Year Long (page 1)
l  Story l “Let Me In!” (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story. 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to trust in your promises. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to trust in your 

promises. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Tells Us to Be Ready (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to be ready when Jesus 

comes again. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to be ready when Jesus 

comes again. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 16.

l  Catholic Faith Word l Advent (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to always make loving 

choices. Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to always make loving 

choices. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l Celebrate Advent Day By Day (pages 6–7)
l  KidTalk l What is your favorite way or place to pray? (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, we prepare to celebrate your birth. 

Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, we prepare to celebrate your birth. 

Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l The Liturgical Year (Venture Activity Book, Activity #31)
l  Closing Prayer l (see page TG2-15)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do 
the With My Family and Friends activities on page 6 together.

Extending the Lesson

l  December 1: Blessed Charles de Foucauld – 
Born in 1858 to a French aristocratic family, 
Charles rejected the Catholic faith as a teen and 
joined the French army. Jews and Muslims he 
met in Algeria and Morocco inspired his return 
to Catholicism. He wished to imitate the “hidden 
life”—the ordinary life—of Jesus in Nazareth. 
Seized in a raid and shot to death in 1916, he is 
the inspiration for five religious communities. 

l  December 4: Saint John Damascene, Priest 
and Doctor of the Church – John is best known 
for defending Christian art, especially icons. 
Those who believed Christians worshiped the 
images worked to destroy the images. John 
argued that Christians don’t worship the images 
and that since Christ took a physical form, the 
Church could depict him in images. Act: Pray 
with a religious image.

Curriculum Connections  
l  Sci: Have the students design a small research project to 

discover patterns in the daily changes of day and night and the 
length and direction of shadows. Ask them to reflect on how 
these daily changes could be used to measure the passing of 
time. (5-ESS1-2)

l  Math: Write different whole numbers on slips of papers and 
have the students each pick a number. Ask them to determine 
whether their given whole number is a multiple of 2. Then 
have them find all the factor pairs for their number. (CCSS.
Math.Content.4.OA.B.4)

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-13



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The children will:
l  Trace the Church’s Liturgical Year and identify Advent as its 

beginning.
l  Assess a situation in which siblings need to ask for 

forgiveness.

Gather in your prayer space. Play and sing “Come, 
Emmanuel” (CD-1, #3). Lyrics are available to download and 
print at gospelweeklies.com/lyrics.  

Gathering Prayer l Advent Prayer  If you cannot keep an 
Advent wreath of fresh greens and candles, make a paper wreath. 
Distribute green paper and assign partners. Each child will trace 
around the hand of his or her partner. The children cut out the 
handprints and write their names on them. Arrange the handprints 
in a wreath shape on a table or bulletin board. Cut out paper candles 
and flames to “light” them. Light one candle of the Advent wreath and 
pray together: Come into our hearts, Jesus. Be with us in all we do 
and say. Help us to build your kingdom. All: Amen.

Cover Activity l We Follow Jesus All Year Long—
The Liturgical Year 2019–2020 (page 1)  Give the 
children time to look at the cover illustration. Ask them how it is like a 
calendar—it gives us a picture of the fifty-two Sundays of the coming 
Liturgical Year. Point out the year’s two major liturgical seasons—
Advent-Christmas, which celebrates the mystery of Jesus’ Incarnation, 
and the Lent-Easter season, which celebrates Jesus’ Passion, Death, 
Resurrection, Ascension, and sending of the Holy Spirit.
 Read aloud the instructions and allow time for the children to 
color the seasons according to the key. When the children finish, call 
attention to the Sundays of Ordinary Time on the calendar. Explain that 
Ordinary Time includes all the Sundays of the year that are not part of 
Advent-Christmas or Lent-Easter. Ask what color represents Ordinary 
Time (green). Have the children color these Sundays green.
 Display your own colored cover on a class bulletin board or 
somewhere in your class space. Plan to use it each week to help 
the children identify the coming Sundays, so they can see how the 
Liturgical Year unfolds and relates to the cycles and seasons of their 
regular calendars and their lives. 
Story l “Let Me In!” (pages 2–3)  Ask the children to 
turn to page 2 and infer from the title, illustration, and large-type 
sentences what the story is about. Natalie, a primary-grade girl, 
is defying her brother and sister, who are trusted by their parents to 
babysit her. Ask what happens next. With this introduction, read 

aloud the story to the children, have them read it aloud together in 
pairs, or ask the children to read silently. When everyone is finished, 
have the children retell the story to you. 

Discuss the Think questions on page 3. Answers:  
1. Open-ended; it’s likely that the parents come in and first 
see that everyone is OK. Who will speak first?  2. Natalie 

seems to have started the problem by not obeying her siblings, but 
there’s likely some history here. Natalie says that she’s been bossed 
around for the last time. 3. Open-ended; they will make sure that 
everyone is OK, but they will be disappointed in all of the kids’ 
behavior. 4–5. Open-ended; encourage everyone to participate, but 
respect that some will choose not to share. 

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The children will:
l  Dramatize Jesus’ promise to come again. 
l  Summarize messages of peace from the prophet Isaiah—

the first of four parts. 
l  Define Advent as a season to prepare hearts and minds. 
l  Build on the cover activity to expand their understanding of 

the liturgy and the Liturgical Year

Gospel Ritual  Gather again in the space you have reserved for 
prayer and proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and 
Life” (CD-1, #1).

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Tells Us to Be Ready 
(page 4)  Have three readers take the Jesus parts and proclaim 
the Gospel.

Discuss the Think questions on page 4. Answers:  1. Keep 
watch and not let the thief break in. 2. No one knows; Jesus 
says we must be ready to meet him any time. 3. Open-ended.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Advent 
Invites Us to Grow (page 4)  Read aloud this 
week’s doctrine to connect the Sunday Gospel reading to 

Church teaching. Advent is an exciting time, an invitation to stop, slow 
down, and prepare for the mystery of the Incarnation of Jesus. 

Discuss the Think questions on page 4. Answers: 
1-2. These are open-ended questions intended to generate 
discussion. Encourage participation and invite the children to 
put their ideas to prepare for Advent into practice. 

Catholic Faith Word l Advent (page 4)  Read aloud the 
definition to conclude your discussion and introduce the Our Catholic 
Faith feature. 

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

TG2-14



December 1, 2019 • 1st Sunday of Advent

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #31 from the Venture Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
What Is the Liturgy? 
What is the Liturgical 
Calendar? (page 16)

Read aloud the two paragraphs related to the Liturgy, which 
is the public worship of the Catholic community. After you read, 
ask the children the following to assess their understanding:
l  What is the Liturgy? Our main way of praising and worshiping 

the Holy Trinity. 
l  Who is present to us during the Liturgy? In what four ways? 

Christ is present in the presence of the priest, in the Scripture 
readings, in the people, and in the Eucharist. 

l  What should you pay attention to during the Mass? Recall 
that Christ himself is present in the prayers, Scriptures, singing, 
and in the or just “Eucharist” so as not to repeat Christ twice. 

Ask the children what they use calendars for. Direct them to 
refer back to the cover of their Venture lesson.  

Read the three paragraphs in the next section together. In 
your discussion, emphasize the importance of Sunday and Mass 
attendance to Catholics. Talk about difficulties with getting to 
church on Sunday and ways to get around those difficulties. 
Ask: What is revealed every year during the Liturgical calendar? 
The story of Jesus—from his Incarnation to his Ascension into 
Heaven and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

WHAT THE CHURCH BELIEVES AND TEACHES HANDBOOK
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Distribute the children’s What the Church 
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

Have the children close the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks and return to Venture, page 5.
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November 12, 2017
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A

Name:

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

1. In the Sunday Gospel, what do we learn from the foolish girls’ mistake?

2. What is their consequence for getting more oil?

3. Name two ways we can prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming.

4. When do we pray psalms?

5. In the story “The Happy Dance,” why isn’t Juan prepared for the talent show?

Our Catholic Faith l  Isaiah Has a Vision of 
Peace (page 5)  During Advent, Venture will break open each 
Sunday’s First Reading and look at four messages from the prophet 
Isaiah. This week’s feature introduces Isaiah and shows how he saw 
the Ten Commandments as a source of peace. 
 Begin by directing the children to read Isaiah 2:4–5 at the top of 
the page. Ask them to interpret the two drawings at the bottom of 
the page as illustrating Isaiah’s words. Choose strong readers to read 
aloud this feature. Encourage the children to work independently or in 
pairs to answer the question regarding the Ten Commandments. 

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The children will:
l  Rank ways to prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ birth.
l  Summarize the ways and places they find most conducive 

to prayer. 

Living the Gospel l Celebrate Advent Day by 
Day (pages 6–7) Venture gives each child an Advent calendar 
to display at home or in his or her locker at school. Call attention 
to the list on page 6. Read the directions. During each week in 
Advent, Venture will include a new list of Advent suggestions from 
which the children may choose, write on their calendars, and 
complete. Collect the calendars at the end of the session to follow 
up on throughout the Advent season.

KidTalk l What is your favorite way or place to 
pray? (page 8) Read aloud this feature together. Use it as a 
springboard for discussing how and where your Venture students 
like to pray. Keep this discussion going during Advent.

Closing Prayer  Gather around the Advent wreath to 
bring your session to a close. Once again, play and sing  “Come, 
Emmanuel” (CD-1, #3). 
Note: Keep your copy of this week’s lesson. Next week, you will 
reference the liturgical calendar that appears on the December 1 
cover. You also will need your copy of the Advent calendar (page 7) 
for the next three lessons.   

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-15



Sunday Readings: Isaiah 11:1–10; Romans 15:4–9; 
Matthew 3:1–12

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
This Sunday’s Scripture returns to the theme of judgment. In the First Reading, Isaiah 
speaks of a judgment in which the Lord will judge all people with justice. He will “strike the 
ruthless” and “slay the wicked” (Isaiah 11:4). Then universal peace and justice will reign. 

In the Gospel, John the Baptist calls people to baptism and repentance. He reminds his 
followers of the greatness of the coming Messiah, who will baptize with the Holy Spirit and 
fire (Matthew 3:11). He also forewarns them that this Messiah will pass judgment on all 
people: “He will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into his barn, but the chaff he 
will burn with unquenchable fire” (3:12).

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
The faithful prepare for Jesus’ coming, now and at the end of time (CCC, 524). Heeding the 
words of Isaiah and John the Baptist that remind us that Christ will come to save us, but he 
also will come again to judge us. We can be ready for him by living the words of John the 
Baptist when he said, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). Indeed, we can 
be prepared for Christ’s Incarnation and his Second Coming by placing him above all else in 
our lives, including our own desires. 

December 8, 2019 • 2nd Sunday of Advent

Materials 
l  Venture Student Lesson for 12/8
l  Catechism handbook, pages 10–11 and 17
l  Pens or pencils, scissors, tape
l  Bibles for each child
l  CD player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter
l  Advent wreath; Advent calendars from 12/1 lesson
l  Liturgical calendar (cover of 12/1 lesson)  
Suggested Music
l  “Come, Emmanuel” (CD-1, #3)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Venture Activity Book, Activity #11
l  Weekly Review Template (gospelweeklies.com/

assessment)

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Brings Peace (page 1)
l  Play-Drama l Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe/Our Lady of Guadalupe 

(pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Think question. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Gospel l John the Baptist Teaches People to Change (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to pages 10–11 and 17. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l Be a Star This Advent (pages 7–8)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
l  Puzzle l We Celebrate Mary, the Mother of God (page 6)
l  Activity l Mary (Venture Activity Book, Activity #11)
l  Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 

do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together. 

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “Come, Emmanuel” (CD-1, #3)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Brings Peace (page 1)
l  Play-Drama l Our Lady of Guadalupe (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the play-drama.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Gospel l John the Baptist Teaches People to Change (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to pages 10–11 and 17. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Puzzle l We Celebrate Mary, the Mother of God (page 6)
l  Activity l Be a Star This Advent (pages 7–8)
l  Activity l Mary (Venture Activity Book, Activity #11)
l  Closing Prayer 

Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do 
the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, RCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacing-plansTG2-16



Lesson Theme: We prepare for Jesus’ coming.

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Mary is an incredibly important person 
to Jesus and to us. As a group, create 
“All About Mary” posters that highlight 
characteristics of Mary that make 
her so special. If possible, hang these 
posters around the parish so others 
can learn about Mary too.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Come, Emmanuel” (CD-1, #3)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-18)
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Brings Peace (page 1)
l  Play-Drama l Our Lady of Guadalupe (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the play-drama. 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for people who teach us 

about you. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for people who teach us 

about you. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Gospel l John the Baptist Teaches People to Change (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to turn our hearts to you. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to turn our hearts to you. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 10–11 and 17.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Catholic Faith Word l Messiah (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to become saints in Heaven 

someday. Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to become saints in 

Heaven someday. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Puzzle l We Celebrate Mary, the Mother of God (page 6)
l  Activity l Be a Star This Advent (pages 7–8)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to always make loving 

choices. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to always make loving 

choices. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l Mary (Venture Activity Book, #11)
l  Closing Prayer l (see page TG2-19)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Extending the Lesson

l  December 9: The Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary – On this day, we celebrate 
Mary being conceived without Original Sin by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Normally celebrated 
as a Holy Day of Obligation on December 8, the 
solemnity is moved to December 9 this year, and 
the obligation to attend Mass is removed. Mary is 
patron saint of the United States. Pray: Hail Mary, 
full of grace… 

l  December 12: Our Lady of Guadalupe – Our 
Lady appeared to Saint Juan Diego (feast day: 
December 9) near modern-day Mexico City. It 
took two miracles to convince the bishop to 
believe Juan’s story. Our Lady of Guadalupe is 
patron of the Americas. 

l  50th Anniversary of the Ordination of Jorge 
Bergoglio (Pope Francis)

Curriculum Connections  
l  Sci: Remind the students that it is often difficult to find water 

in the desert, and that beyond the desert, there are many 
areas in the world that do not have access to clean water. In 
groups, have the students create solutions for improving access 
to drinking water. They should consider scientific principles as 
well as human and environmental impact. (MS-ETS1-1)

l  SS: Give the students maps of various regions of the world. 
In small groups, have them describe the physical and 
environmental characteristics of the various regions. Then 
invite students to work together to explain why the various 
characteristics differ among regions. (D2.Geo.10.3-5)

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-17



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The children will: 
l Match the peaceful pairs identified in Isaiah 11:1–10.
l Identify the importance of Our Lady of Guadalupe to the 

Americas.

Play and sing “Come, Emmanuel” (CD-1, #3). Lyrics are 
available to download and print at gospelweeklies.com/
lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Gather in a prayer circle around the 
Advent wreath. Ask the children to share people or situations 
for which they want the group to pray. Gather their petitions in 
the following prayer. Leader: Loving God, we know you hear us 
when we pray, especially when we pray together. We trust in 
your love for us and for those we love. Bless our time together 
today. All: Amen.

Cover Activity l Jesus Brings Peace (page 1)  
Ask how many children have seen illustrations similar to the 
cover—perhaps on a Christmas card—and what is unusual 
about it. It shows natural enemies living in harmony. Tell them 
this scene is sometimes called the Peaceable Kingdom. Then 
read aloud the directions on the page for the Bible study and 
matching activity.

Distribute Bibles and allow time for the children to find Isaiah 
11:1–10, this Sunday’s First Reading. If Bibles are limited, ask for 
two volunteers to read the passage to the class. Answers: wolf 
and lamb, leopard and kid (goat), calf and young lion, cow and 
bear, lion and ox, baby and cobra 

Play–Drama l Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe  
l Our Lady of Guadalupe (pages 2–3)  If at all 
possible, perform this play for another class, the whole school, 
parent groups, or even the entire parish.

Discuss the Think questions on page 3. Answers: 
1. Juan hears singing. The Lady invites him up the hill and 
greets him with tenderness. She is beautiful and glowing, 

brown-skinned like him, and speaks his language. She respects Juan 
and understands about his sick uncle. 2. The image of the Lady on the 
tilma. 3. The Lady let the conquered people in the Americas know that 
God is with them. She says that she is a merciful mother to all people 
who love and confide in her. She is their protector. 4. She shows an 
image of God as loving, accepting, merciful, respectful of people who 
are poor, and on the side of the oppressed.  

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The children will: 
l Investigate the feast days that honor Mary, the Mother of 

Jesus, and plot them on their Liturgical calendars.
l Explore the mystery of the Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary. 
l Continue their Advent exploration of peace from the 

prophet Isaiah, the second of four in the series.

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life”  
(CD-1, #1). 

Sunday Gospel l John the Baptist Teaches 
People to Change (page 4)  This Sunday’s Gospel 
message carries a warning: John the Baptist preaches that the 
people must repent and choose baptism. Choose five readers to 
proclaim the Gospel.

Discuss the Think questions on page 4. Answers: 
1. Open-ended; possibilities include sharing their riches with 
the poor; showing greater generosity, honesty, and humility; 

by joining John in the desert; by confessing their sins. 2. Being a Jew, 
one of God’s chosen people, does not guarantee salvation. People must 
prove their sincere change of heart by following God’s laws, especially 
by living just and loving lives. 3. Jesus.

Catholic Faith Word l Messiah (page 5)  Read the 
definition to introduce the doctrine related to this Sunday’s Gospel. 

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l John 
the Baptist Gets Us Ready (page 4)  Have the 
children read this feature and make a list of ways children 
can show a change of heart by their actions. 

Discuss the Think questions on page 4. Answers: 
1. Open-ended; clean house, buy and prepare food, invite 
guests. 2. Prayer helps us stay focused on the reasons we 

are celebrating—family, love, tradition. 3. John is Jesus’ cousin and 
one of God’s special messengers. God is merciful and sent John to 
caution the people that he was sending the long-awaited Messiah.  

 

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the children’s What the Church 
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

TG2-18



December 8, 2019 • 2nd Sunday of Advent

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #11 from the Venture Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Have the children close the What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Venture, page 5.

Our Catholic Faith l Who Will Build the 
Kingdom of Peace? (page 5)  Our Catholic faith is 
built on the faith of Jesus’ ancestors, whom we meet in the Old 
Testament. During Advent and Lent especially, the readings at 
Mass stress how believers hundreds of years before Jesus and 
thousands of years before us, responded to God’s work in their 
lives. Begin this Second Isaiah feature by having the children 
briefly review Isaiah 11:1–10 in their Bibles. Then have the 
children read and complete this page in pairs or small groups.

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
What Is the Mystery of the 
Immaculate Conception? 
(pages 10–11)
Feasts of Mary (page 17)

Turn to pages 10–11 and ask for three volunteers to read 
aloud the three paragraphs. Pause after each to have a volunteer 
summarize the text for the class. Clarify that the Solemnity of 
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary will occur 
on December 9, this year. Note that it is usually a Holy Day of 
Obligation; however, it is not in 2019.
Summarize that this feast honors Mary as someone who 
was without sin her whole life, from the very moment she was 
conceived.
Remind the children that they have been learning about the 
seasons of the Liturgical Year Share that the feasts of Mary, the 
Mother of God, occur in all of the seasons. Ask: Why does the 
Church celebrate Mary throughout the year? Use your own copy 
of last week’s Venture (December 1), which features the Liturgical 
Year If possible, make a large copy so the children can see and read 
it easily.
Turn to page 17 for a list of the other feasts of Mary. The 
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, on 
January 1, is a holy day in both the United States and Canada. 
The Assumption (August 15) is a holy day in the United States.
Encourage the children to add these Marian feast days to 
their own Liturgical Year calendars in last week’s lesson.

Many parishes add the names of those who have recently 
died or who are ill. Ask the children to listen carefully to the 
prayers next Sunday and be ready to tell the class for whom and 
what they prayed.

WHAT THE CHURCH BELIEVES AND TEACHES HANDBOOK
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November 12, 2017
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A

Name:

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

1. In the Sunday Gospel, what do we learn from the foolish girls’ mistake?

2. What is their consequence for getting more oil?

3. Name two ways we can prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming.

4. When do we pray psalms?

5. In the story “The Happy Dance,” why isn’t Juan prepared for the talent show?

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The children will: 
l Identify ways to prepare as a class for celebrating Jesus’ birth.
l Select loving acts of service and penance to complete during 

the second week of Advent. 
l Demonstrate their knowledge of the Marian feast days.

Living the Gospel l Be a Star This Advent (pages 
7–8) Read aloud the first paragraph on page 7. Have the children 
cut out their squares and follow the instructions on page 8 to make 
their stars. After the children have completed their stars, read aloud 
together Star Tree and Star Signs on page 7. Brainstorm as a class 
additional activities your class might like to do and allow time for 
the children to write them on the lines. Encourage the children 
to decorate their stars— with musical symbols if they plan to go 
caroling, fruits and vegetables if they plan a food drive.

Activity l Week 2: Advent Calendar List   
(page 5)  Direct the children to select and act on seven 
suggestions for their Advent calendars.  

Puzzle l We Celebrate Mary, the Mother of God 
(page 6)  Direct the children to try to complete the puzzle from 
memory. However, if they need a little help, refer them to look 
up the Feasts of Mary section on page 17 in their What the Church 
Believes and Teaches handbooks. 

Closing Prayer  Ask the children to gather in a prayer circle 
with their stars in their hands and take turns telling where they 
will post them. Conclude by praying the prayer to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe on page 3 of Venture.

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-19



Sunday Readings: Isaiah 35:1–6a, 10; James 5:7–10; 
Matthew 11:2–11

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
In this Sunday’s Gospel, we see John the Baptist now in prison, send his followers to Jesus 
with this question: “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?” 
(Matthew 11:3). John has doubts about who Jesus is because Jesus’ mission has not been 
one of a harsh and fiery judgment as John had expected. Jesus replies by recounting his 
healing miracles—healing the blind, curing lepers, raising the dead, and so much more.  

As the Scriptures for the first two Sundays of Advent made clear, Christ will return to 
judge all people. This Sunday’s Gospel reminds us that Jesus is also the merciful Savior who 
will extend his saving mercy to all who will accept it.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
“Thanks to the prophets Israel learned that out of gratuitous love God never stopped sav-
ing them and pardoning their unfaithfulness and sins” (CCC, 218). Just as Jesus healed the 
blind and the sick and raised the dead freely out of love, he extends his mercy to us out of 
love. Jesus does not wield his power against us; rather, he uses it to save us from sin. He 
heals us when we are spiritually broken and invites us into his eternal Kingdom.

December 15, 2019 • 3rd Sunday of Advent

Materials 
l  Venture Student Lesson for 12/15
l  Catechism handbook, pages 50 and 54
l  Pens or pencils; scissors; tape; markers, 

crayons, or colored pencils
l  Bibles and rosaries for each child
l  CD player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter
l  Advent wreath; advent calendars from 12/1 
Suggested Music
l  “Dona Nobis Pacem” (CD-1, #4)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Venture Activity Book, Activity #27
l  Weekly Review Template (gospelweeklies.

com/assessment)

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Is the Messiah (page 1)
l  Article l Reaching Out to Refugee Families (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Think question. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l John the Baptist Asks About Jesus (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 50. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l Trim the Tree (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
l  Saints l Saint Jane Frances de Chantal (page 8)
l  Activity l Works of Mercy (Venture Activity Book, Activity #27)
l  Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 

do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “Dona Nobis Pacem” (CD-1, #4)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Is the Messiah (page 1)
l  Article l Reaching Out to Refugee Families (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the article. 

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l John the Baptist Asks About Jesus (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Catholic Faith Word l Prophet (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 50.  

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Activity l Trim the Tree (pages 6–7)
l  Saints l Saint Jane Frances de Chantal (page 8)
l  Activity l Works of Mercy (Venture Activity Book, Activity #27)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, RCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacing-plansTG2-20



Lesson Theme: How do I bring good news?

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Prophets are messengers of God. While there 
are many prophets in Scripture, there are 
also messengers of God in our world today. 
Ask the members of the class to interview 
someone they identify as a “messenger of 
God.” Or invite a “messenger of God” to visit 
the class and have the students prepare 
questions to ask her or him.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Dona Nobis Pacem” (CD-1, #4)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-22)
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Is the Messiah (page 1)
l  Article l Reaching Out to Refugee Families (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the article. 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for times of joy in our lives. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for times of joy in our 

lives. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l John the Baptist Asks About Jesus (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Catholic Faith Word l Prophet (page 4)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for Jesus, our Messiah and 

Savior. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for Jesus, our Messiah 

and Savior. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 50.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to choose to follow you 

always. Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to choose to follow you 

always. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l Trim the Tree (pages 6–7)
l  Saints l Saint Jane Frances de Chantal (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to make peace in our 

families. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to make peace in our 

families. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l Works of Mercy (Venture Activity Book, Activity #27)
l  Closing Prayer l (see page TG2-23)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Extending the Lesson

l  December 15: Gaudete Sunday – Gaudete 
(gow-DEH-tay) means “rejoice.” It’s also the 
first word in the entrance antiphon for today’s 
Mass: Gaudete in domino semper, which means 
“Rejoice in the Lord, always.” Light the rose 
candle on your classroom Advent wreath. 
Pray: Lord Jesus, we wait in joy to celebrate 
your birth.  

l  December 21: Saint Peter Canisius, Priest 
and Doctor of the Church – Born in 1521, four 
years after Martin Luther wrote his Ninety-Five 
Theses, Saint Peter Canisius worked to reform 
the Church during the Counter-Reformation and 
was involved in the Council of Trent. A Doctor of 
the Church, he wrote catechisms to share the 
faith with children.

Curriculum Connections  
l  ELA: Have the students research a religious experience, place, 

or person and develop an oral report to share with the class. 
They should speak clearly and provide details to support their 
main ideas. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.5.4)

l  Tech: Invite the students to be messengers of the Good News. 
Have them work individually or in a group to create a flyer 
or website to share what they know about Jesus with other 
people. (ISTE2016.3)

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  
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Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The children will:
l  Define prophet and apply the definition to John the 

Baptist and Isaiah.
l  Analyze the ways in which Jesus fulfills God’s promises.
l  Illustrate the ways in which the prophet Isaiah uses poetic 

imagery to reveal God’s message. 
l  Identify the Works of Mercy offered to refugee families.

Gospel Ritual Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life” 
(CD-1, #1).

Sunday Gospel l John the Baptist Asks About 
Jesus (page 4)  Even John the Baptist needed confirmation 
that Jesus was, indeed, the Messiah for whom the People of 
Israel had waited. Ask for children to take parts and proclaim the 
Gospel. 

Discuss the Think questions on page 4. Answers: 
1. The blind see, the lame walk, skin diseases are cured, the 
deaf hear, dead people are brought back to life, people who 

are poor hear the Good News. 2. He is Jesus’ cousin, the messenger 
who prepares people for Jesus. 3. They share Jesus’ loving, healing 
actions with people who are desperate for help.

Catholic Faith Word l Prophet (page 4)  Reinforce 
the definition that appears in this Sunday’s Gospel. Make sure that 
the children understand the role prophets play in the Bible.  

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l 
Prophets Reveal God’s Divine Love  
(page 4)  God gave us his greatest gift of love in his 

Son. Before Jesus’ Incarnation, though, God sends messages 
of love through his messengers, the prophets. Read aloud this 
doctrine, which relates to this week’s lesson theme: Who shares 
the Good News of Jesus?

Discuss the Think questions on page 4. Answers: 
1. Open-ended. Encourage all of the children to share; 
assure them that even small kindnesses are important.  

2. Open-ended; in general, the children can be content with what 
they have, care for their things, use their allowance money carefully. 

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the children’s What the Church 
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

Share Experiences 
Objectives l The children will: 
l Trace the lineage of Jesus through Jesse Tree activities.
l Identify how children their age and Catholic organizations 

care for refugee families.

Play and sing “Dona Nobis Pacem” (CD-1, #4). Lyrics are 
available to download and print at gospelweeklies.com/
lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Gather the children in a prayer circle. Open 
the Bible to the Sunday Gospel and place your copy of this week’s 
Venture lesson next to it.

Cover Activity l Jesus Is the Messiah (page 1)  
Ask for a volunteer to read aloud the directions on how to decorate 
this Advent symbol, which traces the lineage of Jesus the Messiah. 
Distribute Bibles so the children can look up the three Scripture 
references. Consider making a wall or bulletin board of Jesse Trees 
or encourage the children to hang theirs at home.

Article l Reaching Out to Refugee Families 
(pages 2–3)  Give the children a moment to examine the photos 
and read the photo captions. Ask the children to read the story aloud, 
with a different child taking each paragraph. If your time is limited, 
decide which parts of the article you will summarize for the children 
and which parts you want them to hear aloud. Don’t skip this part of 
the lesson. You will find throughout the year that children of Venture 
age understand the Gospel best as they see it lived in people’s lives.

Discuss Think on page 3. Answers: 1. The children are 
inspired after watching a YouTube video about the refugee 
crisis. They respond by creating and mailing messages 

of love for Valentine’s Day. Parishioners also made valentines and 
contributed their Operation Rice Bowl donations. Together, they 
prayed for the health and safety of refugee families. 2. Catholic Relief 
Services brings support and relief to people suffering due to the after 
effects of war or natural disasters. 3. The Knights of Columbus sent 
money to support Catholic schools in Jordan so that Syrian children 
would still receive an education. Queen Noor donated funds through 
the King Hussein Foundation for portable classrooms, supplies, and 
books. 4. Open-ended; challenge the children to come up with a 
project they might complete during Lent. 
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December 15, 2019 • 3rd Sunday of Advent

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #27 from the Venture Additional Activities book 
as a take-home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Have the children close the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks and return to Venture, page 5.

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches

The Spiritual Works of Mercy
The Corporal Works of Mercy 
(page 50)  

Remind the children of the story they 
read last month about the children in upstate New York who 
built a burial box to honor the slaves’ remains that were found 
during a building project. Explain that burying the dead is one of 
the Works of Mercy that Jesus describes in Matthew 25:31–46. 
Read aloud this Gospel. 

Turn to page 50. Read aloud the lists of the Spiritual and 
Corporal Works of Mercy. Explain that the first list of works 
addresses spiritual needs, while the second list addresses 
physical needs. Corporal means “of the body.” 

Refer the children back to the refugee story on pages 2–3. 
Working together, ask them to list the Works of Mercy offered by 
the children, parishioners, Catholic Relief Services, Queen Noor, 
and the Knights of Columbus. Comfort the sorrowful, pray for the 
living and the dead, feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, give 
clothes to those who have none, shelter the homeless. 

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The children will: 
l Recognize how saints like Jane Frances de Chantal continue 

to influence Christian lives.
l Connect the joy of Gaudete Sunday with the Joyful 

Mysteries of the Rosary. 

Living the Gospel l Trim the Tree (pages 6–7)  
Introduce the activity by reading the large print to the left of 
the tree on page 6. Then read the first direction aloud and ask 
for examples of a Christmas message. Peace on Earth or Merry 
Christmas likely will be among them.

Read the other six directions aloud quickly, so the children 
have a chance to ask questions.  

© 2017 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc., Dayton, OH (800-543-4383) gospelweeklies.com. 
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November 12, 2017
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A

Name:

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

1. In the Sunday Gospel, what do we learn from the foolish girls’ mistake?

2. What is their consequence for getting more oil?

3. Name two ways we can prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming.

4. When do we pray psalms?

5. In the story “The Happy Dance,” why isn’t Juan prepared for the talent show?

WHAT THE CHURCH BELIEVES AND TEACHES HANDBOOK
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Our Catholic Faith l Isaiah Paints Pictures 
with Words (page 5)  Children will enjoy illustrating this 
First Reading from Isaiah. Distribute Bibles and have them read 
Isaiah 35:1–6 together as a class or in pairs before illustrating.

Saints l Saint Jane Frances de Chantal  
(page 8)  Jane Frances de Chantal founded the Sisters of the 
Visitation. She was a friend of both Saint Francis de Sales and 
Saint Vincent de Paul. These three saints reached out to the poor 
of their time. Have the children find out what Catholic groups in 
their area have any of these saints as their patrons and models of 
love. 

Activity l Week 3: Advent Calendar List  
(page 5)  Direct attention to the Week 3 calendar list at the 
bottom of the page, which are ways to put Isaiah’s words into 
action here and now. Remind the children to select, write in, and 
act on seven suggestions for their Advent calendars.

Closing Prayer l Joyful Mysteries in Advent  
Explain to the children that the Third Sunday of Advent is also 
known as Gaudete (gow-DEH-tay) Sunday. Gaudete means 
“rejoice” in Latin. Gather everyone in your prayer space and light 
three candles on the Advent wreath—two violet, one rose. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks and rosaries. Then direct the children to turn to 
page 54. In honor of the joy of Gaudete Sunday, pray the Joyful 
Mysteries of the Rosary together. Read together the section at the 
top of page 54. As you go through the list, have the children touch 
the corresponding bead. Then pray this decade together. Note 
that the Church is in the midst of these mysteries now, having 
celebrated the Annunciation and the Visitation. We wait in joyful 
hope for the Nativity, Presentation, and Discovery of Jesus in the 
Temple.
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Sunday Readings: Isaiah 7:10–14; Romans 1:1–7; 
Matthew 1:18–24

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
This Sunday’s Gospel from Matthew begins with Joseph’s dilemma when he learns in 
a dream that Mary, his betrothed, is with child. Joseph could have accused Mary of 
adultery and subjected her to punishment. Unwilling to take this measure, he decides to 
quietly divorce her. 

Then the Angel of the Lord also tells Joseph that this child, born of a virgin, is no 
ordinary child: he, who is to be named Jesus, will save his people. He tells Joseph to take 
Mary into his home. Joseph reverses his decision to divorce Mary and, trusting in God's 
will, takes Mary into his home. He cares for her and is at her side when Jesus is born. 

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
Like Joseph, we are at times overcome with what we cannot understand. Jesus was 
born of a virgin, conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit. He is both human like us but 
also God. Sacred Tradition tells us that Mary is “at once virgin and mother” and that she 
“remained a virgin in conceiving her Son, a virgin in giving birth to him” (CCC, 507, 510). 

Like Joseph, we can place our trust in God, in whom all things are possible. We 
can respond with faith to the mysteries of our faith and to God’s will for our lives, even 
though at times we cannot grasp God’s power or his plan.

December 22, 2019 • 4th Sunday of Advent

Materials 
l  Venture Student Lesson for 12/22
l  Catechism handbook, page 10
l  Pens or pencils; markers, crayons, or colored pencils
l  Bibles for each child
l  Copies of the Nicene Creed
l  CD player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter
l  Advent wreath; Advent calendars from 12/1
l  Optional: Christmas cards or other pictures with 

scenes of the Holy Family 
Suggested Music
l  “Mary’s Song of Praise” (CD-1, #5)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Venture Activity Book, Activity #6
l  Weekly Review Template (gospelweeklies.com/

assessment)

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences  (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l How Do We Know It’s Christmas? (page 1)
l  Story l The Christmas Bus Ride (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Think question. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l An Angel Speaks to Joseph (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4) 
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 10.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5) 
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)

l  Activity l How Does Your Family Celebrate Christmas? (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
l  Saints l Who Is Saint Joseph? (page 8)
l  Activity l God the Son (Venture Activity Book, Activity #6)
l  Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 

do the With My Family and Friends activities and prayer on page 8 
together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “Mary’s Song of Praise” (CD-1, #5)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l How Do We Know It’s Christmas? (page 1)
l  Story l The Christmas Bus Ride (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40—50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l An Angel Speaks to Joseph (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Catholic Faith Word l Incarnation (page 5)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 10.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

 Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Activity l How Does Your Family Celebrate Christmas? (pages 6–7)
l  Saints l Who Is Saint Joseph? (page 8)
l  Activity l God the Son (Venture Activity Book, Activity #6)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do the 
With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, RCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacing-plans
TG2-24



Lesson Theme: God is with us.

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
When Mary and Joseph learned they 
were going to have a baby, they would 
have prepared for his coming by 
gathering blankets, a cradle, etc., so 
he would be warm and safe. Ask your 
group to participate in the collection 
of baby items organized by the older 
students and encourage them to bring 
in diapers, wipes, baby clothes, etc.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Mary’s Song of Praise” (CD-1, #5)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-26)
l  Cover Activity l How Do We Know It’s Christmas? (page 1)
l  Story l The Christmas Bus Ride (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story.  
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, we praise your holy name. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, we praise your holy name. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l An Angel Speaks to Joseph (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to listen and follow like 

Joseph did. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to listen and follow like 

Joseph did. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Catholic Faith Word l Incarnation (page 5) 
l  C onnecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 10.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to say yes like Mary did.

Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to say yes like Mary did.

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l How Does Your Family Celebrate Christmas? (pages 6–7)
l  Saints l Who Is Saint Joseph? (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for Jesus, the best gift 

ever. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for Jesus, the best gift 

ever. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l God the Son (Venture Activity Book, Activity #6)
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG2-27)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do 
the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Extending the Lesson

l  December 26: Saint Stephen, First Martyr – 
 Saint Stephen was one of seven deacons in 

charge of distributing food and aid to widows. 
He was stoned to death in a.d. 34, making him 
the first Christian martyr.   

l  December 27: Saint John, Apostle and 
Evangelist – Also rreferred to as John the 
Evangelist and the Beloved Disciple, Saint John 
stood by Jesus’ Cross and was the one Jesus 

entrusted to care for Mary. Pray: Offer a prayer of 
thanks for a good friend.

l  December 28: Feast of the Holy Innocents, 
Martyrs – King Herod feared anything that 
might undermine his power, including a 
young Jewish boy named Jesus. This feast 
commemorates the death of all the young boys 
killed due to Herod’s command.

Curriculum Connections  
l  Health: Explain to the students that getting quality sleep is 

very important to our health. Have them set goals related to 
sleep, such as going to bed at a certain time, implementing 
a before-bed routine to relax them, or not fighting with their 
parents about bedtime. Invite them to chart how frequently 
they meet their goal over the course of the week. (NHES.6.5.1)

l  ELA: Guide the students in writing a story about one of their 
dreams (a dream they had at night or a dream they have for the 
future). They should use dialogue, pacing, and description to 
develop the events in their story. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3.B)

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-25



Share Experiences 
Objective l The children will identify ways they can make 
the spirit of Christmas live here and now.

Play and sing “Mary’s Song of Praise” (CD-1, #5). Lyrics are 
available to download and print at gospelweeklies.com/
lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Gather in your prayer space. Distribute 
the What the Church Believes and Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 
52 and review the Hail Mary with the children. Not all of them will 
know this prayer or know what all the words mean. Pray the prayer 
aloud together.  

Cover Activity l How Do We Know It’s 
Christmas? (page 1)  Invite the children to draw lines to 
connect each statement to its symbol. Answers: evergreen trees; 
wreaths; star; Christmas lights; Christmas presents; Jesus in the crib; 
bells; bird food; candles, Advent wreath, and all decorations that reflect 
light. Ask if they use any other symbols at home or in their families at 
Christmas. Begin by mentioning one from your own family traditions. 

Story l The Christmas Bus Ride (pages 2–3)  Have 
volunteers take turns reading aloud this Christmas story about 
children their own age.  

Discuss the Think questions, page 3. Answers: 
1. Perhaps Darcy feels the Christmas spirit; she realizes she 
is blessed with lots of things while Amy makes do with few 

new things; she knows Amy will enjoy the book. Open-ended.  
2. Initiate class discussion by sharing your own answer to this open-
ended question. 3. Open-ended. Ask the students if their Advent 
calendar activities have led them to give in the Christmas spirit as 
Darcy does.   

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The children will: 
l  Understand the significance of God’s message to Joseph. 
l  Analyze Isaiah’s prophetic message to Ahaz. 
l  Explore the mystery of the Incarnation—Jesus is fully 

human, fully divine.

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life”  
(CD-1, #1). 

Sunday Gospel l An Angel Speaks to Joseph 
(page 4)  Before you read the Gospel, direct the children to the 
Gospel Background section—Matthew Tells Who Jesus Is—at the 
bottom of page 5. Then ask for four volunteers to take the parts of 
Narrators, Angel, and Isaiah, and proclaim the Gospel.  

Discuss the Think questions on page 4. Answers: 
1. Joseph wants to divorce Mary. 2. An angel tells Joseph 
in a dream that Mary’s child is from the Holy Spirit; he 

was an upright man who was open to God’s word. 3. Jesus shows 
us God is with us by becoming human and teaching us about his 
Father; open-ended.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Jesus 
Is Divine and Human (page 4)  Read this 
feature which summarizes this Sunday’s Gospel theme—
Jesus, God’s Son, comes to us as a human baby.

Catholic Faith Word l Incarnation (page 5)  Read 
aloud the definition to reinforce the children’s understanding of 
this essential mystery of the Church. 

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

What the Church 
Believes and 
Teaches
What Is the Mystery of the 
Incarnation? (page 10)  

Share a variety of Christmas cards or other pictures that 
depict the Holy Family as from different ethnic groups. Let the 
children examine the cards as they gather for this part of your 
lesson.

Ask the children to turn to page 10. Briefly read aloud the 
four paragraphs in the How Is Jesus the Savior? section. The 
children will have encountered these titles of Jesus in the 
Venture Advent lessons. Write these titles on the board or 
newsprint as they are read aloud: 
l  Savior  l  Messiah
l  Christ  l  Jesus
l  Emmanuel l  Lord
l  Son of God

Distribute the children’s What the Church 
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

WHAT THE CHURCH BELIEVES AND TEACHES HANDBOOK
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Our Catholic Faith l Isaiah Delivers a Message 
to Ahaz (page 5)  This feature concludes the Advent series 
on Isaiah and summarizes Sunday’s First Reading. Read aloud the 
introductory paragraphs or assign pairs to read them together. 
Distribute Bibles and have children look up the name of the child 
Isaiah speaks about in Isaiah 7:14.

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The children will:
l  Reflect ways their extended families celebrate Christmas.
l  Explore what the Scriptures tell about Saint Joseph.

Living the Gospel l How Does Your Family 
Celebrate Christmas? (pages 6–7)  Christmas is 
such a big feast that it has room for everything—church, food, 
presents, family, lights, plays and pageants, carols, parties, and 
celebrations. We are creating community and memories in the 
name of Jesus.

This activity asks the children to write some of the ways 
Christmas is special in their families. Complete page 6 as a group, 
having individual children read the activities other Venture 
users shared. Encourage the children to share their own family 
special activities. Possibilities: Las Posadas, children’s choir, going 
to someone’s home, sledding or skating. Children can write their 
family activities in the star or write a family fun time they would 
like to have.

Introduce the four response areas on page 7. Give the children 
a few moments to write down special Christmas guests, and then 
share who they are and how they came to be part of the family 
at Christmas. Continue in this way with the other three activities. 
If you are not able to complete these activities in class, be sure 

December 22, 2019 • 4th Sunday of Advent

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #6 from the Venture Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Have the children close the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks and return to Venture, page 5.

With My Family 
and Friends

Remind the children to share their Gospel 
Weeklies with their families and to do the With My 
Family and Friends activities and prayer together.
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November 12, 2017
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A

Name:

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

1. In the Sunday Gospel, what do we learn from the foolish girls’ mistake?

2. What is their consequence for getting more oil?

3. Name two ways we can prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming.

4. When do we pray psalms?

5. In the story “The Happy Dance,” why isn’t Juan prepared for the talent show?

that the children take these pages home, and encourage them to 
discuss them with their families. 

Saints l Who Is Saint Joseph? (page 8)  Remind 
the children that we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family next 
Sunday, December 29. During the Liturgy of the Eucharist, we 
remember Mary, the Mother of God, and Joseph, “her beloved 
spouse.” Saint Joseph is so important that the Church honors him 
with two feast days. Joseph is regarded as faithful, kind, and 
dependable. Ask the children who they know in their lives that is 
like Joseph. Encourage them to pray for these special people this 
week.

Activity l Week 4: Advent Calendar (page 8)  
Direct the children to the Week 4 calendar list at the bottom of the 
page. Instruct them to select items, write them on their calendars, 
and then act on these suggestions. Remind them that there’s  
plenty of time during the Christmas break to continue these 
activities.

Closing Prayer  Gather around the Advent wreath. Light all 
four candles. Pray together. Leader: Jesus, you are Emmanuel, God 
with us. Help us remember during these last few days of Advent 
that we are getting ready to celebrate your birthday. All: Amen.

Allow time for the children handle the Christmas cards again, 
this time looking for the titles that were read and written on 
the board. Check off the titles as the children find them. Add 
new ones such as Prince of Peace or Son of David.

Read aloud the first paragraph under section 10. Write the 
word Incarnation on the board and make sure the children 
understand it. Ask for examples from the Christmas cards that 
show Jesus is truly a human baby as well as God. Like a baby, he 
is small and vulnerable and needs his parents. The baby is often 
shown with light surrounding him and angels revering him, 
which are signs of his divine nature.

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-27



Christmas Readings: Isaiah 9:1–6; Titus 2:11–14; Luke 2:1–14
Epiphany Readings: Isaiah 60:1–6; Ephesians 3:2–3a, 5–6; Matthew 2:1–12

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
The Gospels for Christmas and Epiphany recount Jesus’ birth in a stable and the visit of 
the Magi to honor this humble King. The contrast between these two passages is notable. 
Jesus is born in a stable and laid in a manger—a feeding trough for stable animals. Soon 
after, the three kings who travel from afar to pay homage to the “newborn King of the 
Jews” (Matthew 2:2). 

These Gospel accounts underscore perfectly who Jesus is: he is a King, but one whose 
kingdom is nothing like any the world has known. His kingdom is not based on material 
riches, but on riches of the heart and soul. 

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
The Catechism helps us understand how the Incarnation relates to us: “We have been made 
sharers in the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share our humanity” (CCC, 526). We 
can respond to the Incarnation by following the example of the Magi, who represent “the 
first-fruits of the nations, who welcome the good news of salvation through the Incarnation” 
(CCC, 528). Like the Magi, we can welcome Jesus in our lives, honor him through our actions, 
and have faith in him as our king and savior.

December 25, 2019 & January 5, 2020 
Christmas & Epiphany of the Lord

Materials 
l  Venture Student Lesson for 12/25 and 1/5
l  Catechism handbook, pages 17–18
l  Pens or pencils; markers, crayons, or colored 

pencils
l  Bibles for each child
l  CD player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter
l  Optional: saints’ biographies 
Suggested Music
l  “He Came Down/We Are Marching” (CD-1, #7)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Venture Activity Book, Activity #32
l  Weekly Review Template (gospelweeklies.com/

assessment)

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (10–15 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Article l Celebrate the Whole Christmas Season (pages 2–3)

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (30—40 minutes) 
l  Christmas Gospel l Jesus Is Born! (page 1) 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 17. 

l  Epiphany Gospel l The Magi Seek Jesus (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Live the Gospel (10—15 minutes)

l  Activity l The Whole World Celebrates Jesus’ Birth (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
l  Puzzle l Who Comes to See Jesus? (page 8)
l  Activity l Holy Days of Obligation (Venture Activity Book, 

Activity #32)
l  Remind the children to share their lesson with their families 

and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 
together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l He Came Down/We Are Marching” (CD-1, #7)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Article l Celebrate the Whole Christmas Season (pages 2–3)

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Christmas Gospel l Jesus Is Born! (page 1)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 17. 

l  Catholic Faith Word l Magi (page 5)
l  Epiphany Gospel l The Magi Seek Jesus (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine.
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Activity l The Whole World Celebrates Jesus’ Birth (pages 6–7)
l  Puzzle l Who Comes to See Jesus? (page 8)
l  Holy Days of Obligation (Venture Activity Book, Activity #32)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, RCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacing-plansTG2-28



Lesson Theme: Jesus is born to save all people.

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Sometimes in the hustle and bustle 
of the holiday, the sacredness of 
Christmas is overlooked. Organize 
a class prayer service to experience 
the sacredness of the Word become 
flesh. Invite guests to pray with you 
if possible.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “He Came Down/We Are Marching” (CD-1, #7)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-30)
l  Article l Celebrate the Whole Christmas Season (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the article. 
l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, we are so happy to celebrate your birth. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear Jesus, we are so happy to celebrate your 

birth. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Christmas Gospel l Jesus Is Born! (page 1)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 17.

l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, thank you for coming to save all people. 
Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear Jesus, thank you for coming to save all 

people. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Catholic Faith Word l Magi (page 5)
l  Epiphany Gospel l The Magi Seek Jesus (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine.
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear Jesus, help us to keep Christmas joy in our 

hearts.  Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear Jesus, help us to keep Christmas joy in 

our hearts. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l The Whole World Celebrates Jesus’ Birth (pages 6–7)
l  Puzzle l Who Comes to See Jesus? (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, help us to share the Good News with 

others. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, help us to share the Good News with 

others. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Holy Days of Obligation (Venture Activity Book, Activity #32)
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG2-31)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and to 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Extending the Lesson

l  December 30: Feast of the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph – This feast celebrates 
the Holy Family as a model for all Christian 
families. Pray: Holy Family, pray for all families 
that struggle to follow your holy example. 

l  Month of January: Poverty Awareness Month
l  January 1: Mary, the Holy Mother of God – A 

Holy Day of Obligation, this day is a special 
opportunity to honor Mary, the Mother of God.

l  January 3: Feast of the Most Holy Name of 
Jesus – Devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus is 
rooted in Sacred Scripture, especially the Acts 
of the Apostles—2:21, 2:38, 4:12, and 4:30. 
This devotion was promoted by Saints Bernard, 
Bernardine of Siena, John Capistrano, and the 
Franciscans. Ask: How do you honor Jesus’ holy 
name?

Curriculum Connections  
l  ELA: Have the students pretend to be one of the Magi 

who visited Jesus. Invite them to write a letter to a friend, 
explaining what they saw and did. Students should refer to 
the Gospel to draw conclusions about the experience from the 
point of view of the Magi. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.9)

l  Tech: Lead the students in writing a script for a Christmas 
greeting. Record their greeting and email it to the parish or 
school community. (ISTE2016.6d)

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  
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Share Experiences 
Objectives l The children will:
l Appreciate the celebrations that make up the Christmas season. 
l Value Christmas carols as a form of prayer.

Gather in the prayer space. Play and sing “He Came 
Down/We Are Marching” (CD-1, #7). Lyrics are available 
to download and print at gospelweeklies.com/lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Continue your Christmas prayer by 
selecting one or more of the carols available on the Venture/
Visions Music CD. Play and sing them together to open your 
class. Continue to play Christmas carols quietly as you distribute 
Venture.

Article l Celebrate the Whole Christmas 
Season (pages 2–3)  Review these two pages with the 
children. Be sure they recognize the pages are a calendar beginning 
with Christmas and the days that follow. 

If you have time in class, ask volunteers to choose one day 
each, read about it, and lead the class in any related activity. Have 
a Bible ready for those dates that require looking up a Scripture 
quote. Conclude by asking the children to share the pages with 
their families.

People pictured in December 25 space on page 7. Answers 
(clockwise from top left): Bartolomé de las Casas; Our Lady of 
Guadalupe; Saint Thomas More; students making valentines for 
Syrian refugees; the Holy Family, shepherds, and Magi; Saint 
Elizabeth of Hungary; students making Christmas stars; Isaiah and 
Ahaz; and Saint Jane Frances de Chantal.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The children will:
l  Dramatize the Gospel story of Jesus’ Incarnation. 
l  Outline important dates on the Church calendar, including 

saints’ days and Marian feast days.

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the area you reserve for proclaiming 
the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1).

Christmas Gospel l Jesus Is Born! (page 1)  Ask 
for volunteers to take the roles of Luke, Joseph, Mary, Shepherds, 
and Angel. Before you begin to read, ask the children whether 
their families read aloud the Christmas story as part of their 
family celebration.

Discuss the Think questions on page 1. Answers:  
1. Open-ended; the Holy Family would need a safe, warm 
place to rest, food to eat, or maybe a change of clean, dry 

clothes. We could offer hospitality and welcome. 2. Open-ended; 
ask the children to share why they would want to play a particular 
character. 3. Jesus becomes human to save all people, from the 
most powerful to the most humble. In that way, his appearance to 
the shepherds makes sense. 

Play and sing “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (Venture/
Visions Music CD, CD-1, #6).

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

What the Church 
Believes and 
Teaches
Praise and Celebrate—Feast 
Days, Feasts of Mary, and A 
Few Saints Days (pages 17–18)

Ask the children to tell you about the saints in the “We 
Celebrate the Entire Christmas Season.” Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Saint Jane Frances de Chantal, and North 
American saints Elizabeth Ann Seton, André Bessette, and John 
Neumann. Have them find any of them in the list on page 18.  
Ask what other saints they recognize. Many children know 
about Saint Nicholas, Saint Patrick, and Saint Francis. They 
know Saint Joseph from the Christmas story.
Direct the children to count the number of saints on the 
page from North America. There are three. Ask them to find 
women saints. There are six.
Remind the children that the Christmas season begins 
our celebration of the events of Jesus life, starting with his 
Incarnation. Have them list all of the  events of Jesus’ life. Then 
remind them that we will celebrate the Solemnity of Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God on January 1, 2020. Ask them to 
list from memory the major events of Mary’s life. Then turn to 
page 17 to see how many events they were able to recall. 
If possible, have saint biographies available for the 
children to take home and read. Good books about people who 
followed Jesus can make an indelible impression on a child.
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Distribute the children’s What the Church 
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

Have the children close the What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Venture, page 5.
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Catholic Faith Word l Magi (page 5)  Read aloud 
this week’s definition to introduce the Epiphany Gospel. 

Epiphany Gospel l The Magi Seek Jesus  
(page 4)  Ask for volunteers to read aloud the Gospel. Pause 
after the child reading the part of Matthew tells about the 
appearance of the star, and play and sing “Christmas Star” 
(Venture/Visions Music CD, CD-1, #9). Then continue proclaiming 
the Gospel. 

Discuss the Think questions on page 4. Answers:  
1. They are commanded by Herod to seek the newborn 
king of the Jewish people. Herod is suspicious of anyone 

who might reduce his power. 2. They bring gifts to honor the 
Messiah. The gifts are said to symbolize Jesus’ kingship and 
sacrificial death. The gold represents Jesus’ divine kingship; the 
frankincense his priestly mission; and the myrrh predicts his 
death. Open-ended; usually gifts come from those who care for 
us, including family and friends. 3. They are warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod. They fear retribution from Herod for 
sharing the news of Jesus’ birth. 

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l 
Jesus Comes to Save All People  
(page 4)  Have the children read this synopsis of the 
meaning of the season of Christmas—Jesus comes to 
live among us as one of us to bring us salvation.

Discuss the Think questions on page 4. Answers:  
1. Jesus does not just come as the Messiah of the Jewish 
people; he comes to save all people. He comes as a 

vulnerable child, not as a powerful warrior king. 2. It emphasizes 
his full humanity. We all enter the world as children.

Our Catholic Faith l All People Come to 
Worship Jesus (page 5)  Read this page aloud 
together. The reading from Isaiah and the psalm were written 
long before the birth of Jesus. The Church reads them on this 
Sunday to point out that these Old Testament Scriptures taught 
that the God of Israel was also the God of the nations. Jesus was 
born into a people who were ready to share their understanding 
of God with other people. Distribute Bibles and read Sunday’s 
Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 72:1–2, 7–8, 10–11, 12–13, and 
respond to the question.

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The children will:
l  Identify the significance and celebrations of Epiphany. 
l  Pray for people who are displaced or forced to leave their 

home countries. 

December 25, 2019 & January 5, 2020 • Christmas & Epiphany of the Lord

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #32 from the Venture Activity Book as a 
take-home activity or lesson wrap-up.

© 2017 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc., Dayton, OH (800-543-4383) gospelweeklies.com. 
Permission is granted to reproduce this page for use by parishes, schools, and families using Pflaum Gospel Weeklies.

November 12, 2017
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A

Name:

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

1. In the Sunday Gospel, what do we learn from the foolish girls’ mistake?

2. What is their consequence for getting more oil?

3. Name two ways we can prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming.

4. When do we pray psalms?

5. In the story “The Happy Dance,” why isn’t Juan prepared for the talent show?

Activity l The Whole World Celebrates Jesus’ 
Birth (pages 6–7) Read the text in the left column of page 
6 aloud. If your class is large, assign small groups to read one or 
two of the text boxes and report on them to the whole group. Or, 
read them together as a class. If you have children from any of 
these countries in your class, ask them to tell about their Epiphany 
celebrations. Use the first two questions on page 7 as necessary to 
stimulate discussion. 

Puzzle l Who Comes to See Jesus? (page 8) 
Epiphany is the last big feast of Christmas. Give the children time 
to work this puzzle. Answers: east, shepherds, Micah, presents, 
Bethlehem, Mary, king, myrrh; the three Magi 

Closing Prayer l Prayer for Displaced and 
Refugee Families  Ask the children to mention people they 
know who are refugees, or countries, like Syria, where people 
have lost homes and jobs because of natural disasters or wars. 
Have them repeat the lines of the following prayer after you:

Guiding God,
bless all families who seek refuge.
Guide their journeys.
Keep danger away.
Give them a warm dwelling and a safe rest.
Amen.

With My Family 
and Friends

Remind the children to share their Gospel 
Weeklies with their families and do the With My 
Family and Friends activities and prayer together.
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Sunday Readings: Isaiah 42:1–4, 6–7; Acts 10:34–38; 
Matthew 3:13–17

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
Jesus’ baptism marks the beginning of his public ministry. After Jesus was baptized, the 
heavens opened up and the voice of God thundered, revealing him as divine, and the Holy 
Spirit descended upon Jesus, anointing him for his mission.

At first, John the Baptist is reluctant to baptize Jesus (Matthew 3:14), but Jesus urges 
him to do so “to fulfill all righteousness”—that is, to submit to God's plan of salvation, 
which involved Jesus, though sinless, to identify with the sinners whom he came to save.  

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
The Sacrament of Baptism is a first step in the life of faith. For Christ, baptism was a 
culmination of sorts. Jesus was affirmed as the Son of God and anointed for his mission 
of salvation. All his encounters, healings, and teachings that followed were partial 
fulfillments of his mission. Ultimately his suffering, Death, and Resurrection completed 
his work of salvation, for these actions finally and definitively freed us from our sins and 
opened wide for us the gates of Heaven.
 By  “voluntarily submitted himself to baptism by Saint John, intended for sinners, in 
order to ‘fulfill all righteousness.’ Jesus’ gesture is a manifestation of his self-emptying” 
(CCC, 1224).

January 12, 2020 • Baptism of the Lord

Materials 
l  Venture Student Lesson for 1/12
l  Catechism handbook, pages 19–20
l  Pens or pencils; markers, crayons, or colored 

pencils; scissors; Bibles for each child
l  CD player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Items for Baptism prayer service: see page 5 in 

Venture student lesson
l  Optional: mementos from your Baptism
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter 
Suggested Music
l  “We Will Walk With God” (CD-2, #8)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1) 
Lesson Resources
l  Venture Activity Book, Activity #15
l  Weekly Review Template (gospelweeklies.com/

assessment)

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l We Belong in God’s Family (page 1)
l  Article l Making a New Life (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Think question. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l John Baptizes Jesus in the Jordan (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to pages 19–20. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)

l  Activity l Celebrate a Baptism Prayer Service (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer (page 8)

Take-Home  
l  Activity l Sacrament of Baptism (Venture Activity Book, Activity #15)
l  Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 

do the With My Family and Friends activities and prayer on  
page 8 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (25—30 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “We Will Walk With God” (CD-2, #8)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l We Belong in God’s Family (page 1)
l  Article l Making a New Life (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the article.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–45 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l John Baptizes Jesus in the Jordan (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to pages 19–20. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Activity l Celebrate a Baptism Prayer Service (pages 6–7)
l  GodTalk l Questions from Venture Kids (page 8)
l  Activity l Sacrament of Baptism (Venture Activity Book, Activity #15)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do 
the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, RCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacing-plansTG2-32



Lesson Theme: Baptism gives us new life.

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Jesus’ baptism reminds us of how 
important Baptism is. Invite your 
group to bring in pictures of their 
own Baptisms and to talk about 
their godparents. As the adult 
leader, be sure to share as well!

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “We Will Walk With God” (CD-2, #8)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-34)
l  Cover Activity l We Belong in God’s Family (page 1)
l  Article l Making a New Life (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the article.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for welcoming us into your 

family through Baptism. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for welcoming us into 

your family through Baptism. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l John Baptizes Jesus in the Jordan (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, we praise you as Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, we praise you as Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to doctrine. 
l  Catholic Faith Word l Sacraments (page 4)

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 19–20.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to grow as Jesus’ followers. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to grow as Jesus’ 

followers. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l Celebrate a Baptism Prayer Service (pages 6–7)
l  GodTalk l Questions from Venture Kids (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God,  help us to live always as your 

children. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God,  help us to live always as your 

children. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l Sacrament of Baptism (Venture Activity Book, #15)
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG2-35)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do 
the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Extending the Lesson

Curriculum Connections  
l  Sci: After a lesson about how to read the physical features 

of Earth on maps, give the students maps and ask them to 
analyze and interpret data related to bodies of water on Earth. 
Have them consider other geographic features near water and 
what patterns relating to bodies of water they find. (4-ESS2-2)

l  Math: Ask the students to draw a variety of two-dimensional 
figures. Have them cut out their figures and classify them into 
a hierarchy based on properties. (CCSS.Math.Content.5.G.B.4)

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  
l  January 13: Saint Hilary of Poitiers – Saint 

Hilary was a gentle man who disturbed the 
peace. He spoke out against the Arian heresy, 
which claimed that Jesus Christ was only 
human, not divine. This position brought him 
opposition and even exile, yet he persisted in 
teaching the truth of Jesus being fully human 
and fully divine. Ask: How do you stand up for 
the truth? 

l  January 16: Saint Berard and Companions – 
 Saint Berard and his brother Franciscans were 

killed when they refused to stop preaching the 
Gospel in Morocco. Their lives inspired many 
others to become missionaries, including Saint 
Anthony of Padua. Pray: Loving God, give safety 
and strength to those who serve as missionaries 
and relief workers around the world.
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Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Share Experiences 
Objectives l The children will:
l Identify who and what claims their loyalty.
l Recognize the importance of families. 

Play and sing “We Will Walk With God” (CD-2, #8). Lyrics are 
available to download and print at gospelweeklies.com/
lyrics. 

Gathering Prayer  Gather in a prayer circle. Ask the children 
if there is anyone for whom they wish to pray. Give everyone a 
chance to talk, then pray this prayer. Leader: Loving God, we are a 
community who comes together in the name of your Son, Jesus. We 
bring our loving concern for others with us. Please hear our prayers 
and help the people who need you. All: Amen. 

Cover Activity l I Belong (page 1)  Ask the children to 
define community. They will know from their middle-grade social 
studies work that it is a group of people with common values and 
common goals. Give them a minute to read the questions and enjoy 
the photos and illustrations. Then ask for volunteers to tell what 
team or group claims their loyalty, what nations their ancestors 
came from, and what holidays make them feel proud of their 
country. Continue with the questions about their baptisms and 
parishes. Conclude that we belong to many communities by birth 
and by choice. We belong to our faith community through Baptism, 
the theme of this lesson.

Article l Making a New Life (pages 2–3)  Venture 
chose Se Vang’s story because the crossing of the Mekong is very 
symbolic of the death and life we experience in Baptism. Give 
children time to examine the tapestry on page 2 and tell what they 
see. Examine together the map on page 3. Then read aloud the story 
together. 

Discuss the Think questions. Answers: 1. The river 
represents danger but also freedom; crossing it is Se Vang's 
chance for a new life. 2. He joined the Christian family, received 

an education, and he had his family with him. 3. He left behind the rural 
village life that he knew; he gained freedom, safety, and the chance to 
make a good living. In both countries, he had his close family.  

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The children will:
l Grow in appreciation of the Holy Trinity as Jesus’ family.
l Identify the signs of the Holy Trinity in the Sunday Gospel.

l Compare/contrast the Rite of Baptism with this Sunday’s 
Gospel. 

l Analyze the order and significance of the Sacrament of 
Baptism. 

Sunday Gospel l John Baptizes Jesus in the 
Jordan (page 4)  Have four readers proclaim the Gospel. 
Point out that the photo of the Jordan River shows where people 
think Jesus was baptized—no one knows for certain. 

Discuss the Think questions on page 4. Answers:  
1. Jesus wants to show the importance of seeking holiness 
and turning to God; also, his baptism continues the 

fulfillment of God’s plan. 2. The dove and the voice show that the 
Father and Holy Spirit are with Jesus. 3. The Spirit hovers over Jesus, 
which indicates the Spirit will always be with him. 4. Se Vang went 
through the waters of the Mekong River to begin a new life, too.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Jesus’ 
Baptism Follows God’s Plan (page 4)  Read 
this feature aloud as a summary of Sunday’s Gospel 
concept of how Baptism cleanses our sins and calls us to 
live in eternal happiness with the Holy Trinity.  

Discuss the Think questions on page 4. Answers: 
1. Open-ended; allow the children time to share their 
memories of their Baptisms. 2. Open-ended; follow family 

rules, complete assigned chores and homework, speak with them 
respectfully, be honest, show kindness to all family members.   

What the Church 
Believes and 
Teaches
What Happens at Baptism? 
(pages 19–20)
  

Share with the children a memory about your own Baptism. 
Depending on the practice in their parishes, the children may 
have witnessed many baptisms or very few.
Turn to pages 19–20. Read each of the paragraphs so the 
students can trace the order in the Rite of Baptism. Ask them 
questions about this order as you read through the paragraphs: 

WHAT THE CHURCH BELIEVES AND TEACHES HANDBOOK
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Distribute the children’s What the Church 
Believes and Teaches handbooks.
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January 12, 2020 • Baptism of the Lord

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #15 from the Venture Activity Book as a take-home 
activity or lesson wrap-up.

NOTE: You have reached the end of Unit 2. Find the Unit 2 
Assessment online at gospelweeklies.com/assessment.

Our Catholic Faith l At His Baptism, Jesus 
Shows Us Two Families (page 5)  Read this page 
aloud together as a class so the children can interpret the signs 
that show us the Holy Trinity in Sunday’s Gospel and appreciate 
their own membership in Jesus’ heavenly family through 
Baptism. Have them complete the four statements at home if 
they cannot do so in class.

Catholic Faith Word l Sacraments (page 4)  Use 
this definition to emphasize the children’s understanding of 
sacraments in general, the Sacrament of Baptism in particular. 

Have the children close the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks and return to Venture, page 5.

© 2017 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc., Dayton, OH (800-543-4383) gospelweeklies.com. 
Permission is granted to reproduce this page for use by parishes, schools, and families using Pflaum Gospel Weeklies.

November 18, 2018
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year B/C

Name:

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

1. In the Sunday Gospel, what do we learn from the foolish girls’ mistake?

2. What is their consequence for getting more oil?

3. Name two ways we can prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming.

4. When do we pray psalms?

5. In the story “The Happy Dance,” why isn’t Juan prepared for the talent show?

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The children will:
l Recall their own Baptisms by celebrating a Baptism prayer 

service.
l Analyze spiritual and Church questions from their peers. 

Living the Gospel l Celebrate a Baptism Prayer 
Service (pages 6–7)  This activity involves the children in an 
experience of the parts of the Sacrament of Baptism. Read over the 
entire activity before doing it with your class. Decide ahead of time 
how you will distribute the materials. Arrange the children into 
four groups. Then read aloud the Preparation to your class.

Distribute markers and scissors. Allow time for the children 
to cut out their figures and draw faces and write their names on 
them. Divide the class into four groups and allow a few minutes for 
each group to complete their preparations.  

The four groups can take turns leading the first four parts of the 
Baptism Prayer Service. Lead the last part yourself.

GodTalk l Questions From Venture Kids (page 8)   
Allow time in class to read the questions from other Venture-age 
children and the answers.  
Closing Prayer Baptism is a great gift—one that offers 
forgiveness of sins and welcome into God’s family. Ask the children 
to express the people and things for which they are most grateful. 
After each petition, lead the children in responding: Loving God, 
we thank you for all our blessings. All conclude: Amen.

l What does the minister do first? Lowers the candidate’s body 
into the water or pours water over his/her head. 

l Who administers the Sacrament of Baptism? A bishop, priest, 
or deacon. 

l What does he say? “I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

l What happens at the moment a person is baptized? All of a 
person’s sins are forgiven, both Original Sin and any personal 
sins he/she may have committed. A new connection to the 
Holy Trinity. God adopts the person as his own child. God the 
Son welcomes Jesus into his worldwide family. The Holy Spirit 
dwells within the person. 

l How does Baptism make a person a Child of God? As much as 
an adopted person becomes a member of a family, Baptism 
makes a person a member of the Church. 

l How does Baptism change a person? Once you are a child 
of God, nothing changes that. Baptism leaves an indelible or 
unchanging, unremovable mark. 

l What happens if a person dies without being baptized? God 
wants all people to be saved. This gives us hope that children 
will be saved without Baptism. 

l What are Baptisms of blood and desire? Those who suffer 
death for their faith receive a Baptism of blood; those who 
sincerely want to be baptized but die before receiving it will 
receive a Baptism of desire. Both bring about the benefits of 
the sacrament without being a sacrament. 

Conclude by asking the children to note how the Rite 
of Baptism is similar/different to the baptism of Jesus in 
this Sunday’s Gospel Reading. The immersion in water, the 
appearance of the Holy Trinity. 

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-35
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LITURGICAL YEAR DOCTRINAL CONTENT
Christian

Prayer
Catholic Social

Teaching
Sacraments

& Liturgy Life in ChristDate/Sunday Sunday Gospels Bible  Creed

The topics included in this Scope and Sequence chart are subject to minor changes, which will be reflected in the Teaching Guides throughout the catechetical year.
To print copies of this chart, visit gospelweeklies.com/scope-and-sequence.
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TI
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Luke 16:1–13  
Jesus is Our Teacher 

Luke 16:19–31  
The Rich Man and Lazarus

Luke 17:5–10  
Jesus Calls Us to Believe  
and Act

Luke 17:11–19  
Jesus Cures Ten Lepers

Luke 18:1–8 Jesus and  
the Persistent Widow

Luke 18:9–14
Pharisee & Tax Collector

Luke 19:1–10 Jesus’ Visit 
Changes Zacchaeus

Luke 20:27–38  
God Is God of the Living

Luke 21:5–19
Jesus Gives Us Hope

Luke 23:35–43 Jesus  
Forgives from the Cross

Matthew 24:37–44
Jesus Tells Us to Be Ready

Matthew 3:1–12
John the Baptist

Matthew 11:2–11 
Jesus Is the Messiah

Matthew 1:18–24
An Angel Speaks to Joseph

Luke 2:1–14 Christmas 
Matthew 2:1–12 Epiphany

Matthew 3:13–17  
John Baptizes Jesus  
in the Jordan

John 1:29–34 Jesus Is God’s 
Chosen Servant

Matthew 4:12–23 Jesus 
Begins His Mission at Home

Luke 2:22–40   
Jesus Is the Light  
of the World
Matthew 5:13–16  
Sermon on the Mount:  
Salt and Light
Matthew 5:17–37
Sermon on the Mount:  
Jesus’ New Law
Matthew 5:38–48 
Sermon on the Mount:  
Love Your Enemies

Matthew 4:1–11 
Jesus’ Temptation

Matthew 17:1–9 
The Transfiguration

John 4: 5–42  
The Samaritan Woman

John 9:1–41  
A Man Born Blind Can See

John 11:1–45  
Jesus Raises Lazarus

Matthew 26:14—27:66 
Jesus’ Passion

John 20:1–9 Jesus is Risen  
John 20:19–31  
Jesus Appears to His Friends

Luke 24:13–35
The Road to Emmaus

John 10:1–10  
Jesus Is the Good Shepherd

John 14:1–12  
Jesus Reveals His Father

Church is a community

Old Testament: 
Prophet Amos; Bible 
citations

New Testament:  
letters of Paul

New Testament: early 
Christian missionaries

Old Testament: Moses

New Testament: 
Pharisees

New Testament:  
tax collectors

New Testament: 
Sadducees

Jerusalem Temple

Old Testament:  
Isaiah Sees Peace

Old Testament:  
Kingdom of Peace

Old Testament:  
Isaiah Paints Pictures

Old Testament: Isaiah 
Speaks to Ahaz

The Nativity Story; 
Coming of the Magi

The Holy Trinity 

Bible symbols

Galilee: Jesus’ land  
and home

New Testament:  
Gospel of Matthew

Old Testament:  
Ten Commandments

New Testament:  
Sermon on the Mount

Old Testament:  
Adam and Eve

Old Testament;  
Abraham and Sarah, 
Queen Esther
New Testament: 
Samaritans

Old Testament:King 
David

The Passion Story

The Easter Story

Jesus’ Easter   
appearances

Psalm 23; Bible 
metaphors

Option for the poor and 
vulnerable

Seven themes of Catholic 
social teaching

Call to family, community; 
common good

Option for the poor and 
vulnerable

Option for the poor and 
vulnerable

We have rights and 
responsibilities

Option for the poor and 
vulnerable

Life and dignity of the 
human person

Solidarity

Called to family,  
community; solidarity

Solidarity

Option for the poor and 
vulnerable

Option for the poor and 
vulnerable

Call to family and  
community

Call to family and  
community

Call to family and  
community

Solidarity

Solidarity

Call to family, community

Rights and responsibilities

Dignity of the human 
person

Dignity of the human 
person

Option for the poor;  
call to community

Rights and responsibilities

Call to family, community; 
solidarity

Dignity of the human 
person

Dignity of the human 
person

Care for Creation

Dignity of the   
human person

Solidarity;   
care for Creation

Life and dignity; care for 
Creation

Jesus invites us to faith. 
(#179–80)

Jesus loves the poor.  
(#561)

Faith is God’s gift.  
(#176, 179–183)

Jesus heals both body and 
soul. (#1503)

Prayer puts us in the  
presence of God. (#2565)

Humility is the foundation 
of prayer. (#2559)

Jesus brings salvation. 
(#452, 620)
God calls us to repentence 
and conversion, to seek his 
mercy. (#1490)
Jesus will come again. 
(#680–82)

Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Anointed One. (#453, 547)

We believe in God the 
Creator. (#46, 315)

John the Baptist prepares 
Jesus’ way. (#719)

His deeds show Jesus is 
Messiah. (#561)

Mary’s Son, Jesus, is God 
with us. (#509, 744)

Jesus is Emmanuel. (#744)
Jesus comes for all people. 
(#528)

Jesus’ public life begins 
with his baptism. (#535) 

Jesus and the Holy Spirit  
are inseparable.  
(#608, 687–89, 743)

Jesus’ life is a continual 
teaching. (#561)

Jesus is the light of the 
world. (#454)

God loves each of us. 
(#356)

Jesus is our teacher. (#561)

God calls us to love one 
another. (#1970)

Jesus is faithful to his 
Father’s plan for salvation. 
(#566)

Jesus invites us to share his 
divinity. (#68, 460)

We believe and share the 
faith. (#180, 849, 851)

Jesus is Lord. (#455)

Jesus promises eternal life. 
(#658, 1016)

Jesus suffers and dies for 
us. (#620, 629)

Jesus is Risen. (#656, 658)

The Church is the Body of 
Christ. (#805)

The leaders of the Church 
teach, celebrate, and guide. 
(#939)

Christ’s whole earthly life 
reveals the Father. (#516)

Eucharist: We gather 
together

Eucharist: Liturgy of 
the Word

New Testament 
readings

Holy Orders, bishops

Eucharist:   
First Reading

Eucharist:  
Prayers of petition

The Body of Christ; 
Reconciliation
Baptism, 
Reconciliation, 
Eucharist
Sacrament of 
Confirmation

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation

Liturgical Year;  
Advent

Eucharist:  
First Reading

Eucharist:   
First Reading

Eucharist:  
First Reading

Celebrating the 
Christmas mystery

Sacrament of  
Baptism

The Seven 
Sacraments

The Incarnation

Eucharist: Liturgy of 
the Word

Eucharist: Liturgy of 
the Eucharist

Eucharist: Sign of 
Peace

Eucharist:   
The Lord’s Prayer

Keeping Lent

Baptism is a choice

Eucharist, Baptism

RCIA: Creeds

RCIA: moral decisions

Holy Week

Octave of Easter

Eucharist

Good Shepherd 
image

Eucharist:   
We gather at Mass

Class mottos; building 
relationships

October saints

Faith leads to service 
of others

Acting with compassion

Persisting in just action, 
prayer

Respecting others;  
All Saints’ Day

Including others

Christian: moral,  
prayerful, sacramental

Catholic identity

Resolving conflicts

Celebrating the  
Liturgical Year

Advent symbols;  
feasts of Mary

Works of Mercy  
during Advent

Living the Christmas 
spirit

Christmas season;  
house blessing

Belonging in the  
Christian family

Continuing God’s work; 
respecting life

How Jesus lived; 
Beatitudes

Candlemas; who is light 
for us? 

Making a difference

Family rules,   
reconciliation

Commandments:  
4, 6, 7, 9, 10

Making right choices

Experiences of God

Catholic identity;  
moral law

Christian beliefs/Creed

Choosing to be  
lifegivers, mission

Foot-washing, serving

Early Christian  
missionaries

Recognizing Christ’s 
presence

We are a caring Church

We see God in Jesus, 
Creation, and in the 
Church

Prayers of  
thanksgiving

Justice prayer   
(Psalm 146)

God is faithful   
prayer service

Sign of the Cross

Lord’s Prayer; forms 
of prayer

Hail Mary

Prayers for outsiders

Creed:  
Communion of Saints

Lord’s Prayer

Family Thanksgiving 
prayer

Advent prayer

Our Lady of  
Guadalupe

Advent wreath  
prayer

Christmas prayer  
tree

Prayers for displaced 
people and refugees

Baptism prayer 
service

Prayer of Holy Spirit; 
prayers for the 
unborn

Prayer of  
thanksgiving

Prayers during Mass

Prayer replaces  
darkness with light

Prayers for  
forgiveness

Ash Wednesday 
prayer service

Lenten prayers

Keeping Lent  
commitments

Prayer of  
thanksgiving

Profession of Faith

Forgiveness prayer 
service

Stations of the Cross

Singing Alleluia

Celebrating our 
Baptisms

We honor Mary in 
our parishes

Holy Spirit of 
friendship

September 22, 2019
25th Sunday Ordinary

September 29, 2019
26th Sunday Ordinary

October 6, 2019
27th Sunday Ordinary

October 13, 2019 
28th Sunday Ordinary

October 20, 2019 
29th Sunday Ordinary

October 27, 2019 
30th Sunday Ordinary

November 3, 2019 
31st Sunday Ordinary

November 10, 2019 
32nd Sunday Ordinary

November 17, 2019  
33rd Sunday Ordinary

November 24, 2019 
Christ the King

December 1, 2019 
1st Sunday of Advent

December 8, 2019  
2nd Sunday of Advent

December 15, 2019  
3rd Sunday of Advent

December 22, 2019  
4th Sunday of Advent

December 25, 2019 & 
January 5, 2020  
Christmas & Epiphany

January 12, 2020  
Baptism of the Lord

January 19, 2020  
2nd Sunday Ordinary

January 26, 2020 
3rd Sunday Ordinary

February 2, 2020  
Presentation of the 
Lord

February 9, 2020  
5th Sunday Ordinary

February 16, 2020  
6th Sunday Ordinary

February 23, 2020 
7th Sunday Ordinary

March 1, 2020
1st Sunday of Lent

March 8, 2020  
2nd Sunday of Lent

March 15, 2020  
3rd Sunday of Lent

March 22, 2020  
4th Sunday of Lent

March 29, 2020  
5th Sunday of Lent

April 5, 2020   
Palm/Passion Sunday

April 12 & 19, 2020 
Easter Sunday and  
2nd Sunday of Easter

April 26, 2020
3rd Sunday of Easter

May 3, 2020
4th Sunday of Easter

May 10, 2020
5th Sunday of Easter

TO ORDER, CALL 800-543-4383 OR VISIT PFLAUM.COM
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